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“One national study estimated the annual economic burden of seasonal influenza in the United States (using 2003 population and dollars) to be $87.1 billion, including $10.4 billion in direct medical costs.” –MMWR, Prevention and Control of Influenza, 2008
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A Packed Schedule of Events Makes This Year’s NIVW the Biggest Ever!
Immunization Works Newsletter, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Held December 8-14, 2008, the third annual National Influenza Vaccination Week (NIVW) concluded with promising results from a packed schedule of events, coupled with designated vaccination days for specific audiences. Highlights included:

· CDC Satellite Radio Media Tour - 28 interviews across the country

· National Foundation for Infectious Diseases (NFID) Spanish-language radio tour 
· 2 Day Health Fair held by the District of Columbia Department of Aging
· Visiting Nurse Association sponsored influenza events in 11 states to reach seniors and others
· December 12 “Current Issues in Immunization” webinar on health care personnel vaccination in which 500 people registered

· American Association of Respiratory Care Therapists' raffled off Katherine Heigl’s (actress on Grey’s Anatomy) designer scrubs for health care professionals that committed to flu vaccination

· Media Reports: NIVW mention in 171 newspapers, 35 television reports, 47 blogs, and recognized in Time magazine

· 350 orders placed for the Why Flu Vaccine Matters video vignette

To read more about events and activities that took place during NIVW, download the Immunization Works Newsletter in its entirety or visit www.cdc.gov/flu/nivw. 

Attention VFC Providers!  Message on FluMist Replacement Program (1/8/09)

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)

On January 8, 2009, the Division of Immunization’s Vaccines for Children (VFC) Coordinator sent out a message regarding VFC flu vaccine.  A portion of the message is reprinted below.  Note: This pertains to publicly-purchased vaccine only.

All VFC providers should be encouraged to use the FluMist replacement program that allows for replaced doses of FluMist with a longer expiration date.  This is free of charge for VFC and is an excellent opportunity to extend Michigan’s use of VFC flu vaccine.  If you have any questions about this program, contact your local health department.
It’s Not Too Late to Vaccinate!
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
It is not too late to get flu vaccine. Although flu cases have already been confirmed in Michigan, flu activity often does not peak until January or later and influenza can continue to circulate through spring.  Use these materials (including flu monthly posters, late season resources, case studies, and more) to assist in your efforts to extend the flu vaccination season.  

Seasonal Influenza Update 

Flu Antiviral Resistance Update (1/8/09)

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) 

For the most up-to-date information on antiviral resistance, read the MI Flu Focus Surveillance Summary (attached).  Recent messages can be found below:

· CDC Health Alert Network (HAN) Message on Antiviral Resistance (12/19/08)
· Interim recommendations for the selection of antiviral treatment using laboratory test results and viral surveillance data (12/19/08)
· Antiviral Resistance Background and Current Situation   (12/19/08) 

· Talking Points on H1N1 Resistance   (12/12/08) 

Avian Influenza Update

For the most up-to-date avian influenza surveillance activity, see the MI Flu Focus Report or the MI Avian Flu Website
Study Finds Avian Flu Becoming More Resistant to Antiviral Drugs (1/7/09)

University of Colorado at Boulder 

A new study, conducted at the University of Colorado at Boulder, shows resistance of the avian flu virus to a major class of antiviral drugs is increasing through positive evolutionary selection, with researchers documenting the trend in more than 30 percent of the samples tested.  Avian flu, an Influenza A subtype dubbed H5N1, is evolving a resistance to a group of antiviral drugs known as adamantanes, one of two classes of antiviral drugs used to prevent and treat flu symptoms, said CU-Boulder doctoral student Andrew Hill, lead study author. The rise of resistance to adamantanes -- which include the nonprescription drugs amantadine and rimantadane -- appears to be linked to Chinese farmers adding the drugs to chicken feed as a flu preventative, according to a 2008 paper by researchers from China Agricultural University.
Pandemic Influenza Update

Sixth Pandemic Planning Update Released (1/9/09)

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
The sixth pandemic planning report from Secretary Michael O. Leavitt has been released.  Portions are reprinted below.

Today with over $1 billion of HHS funding, six companies are in various stages of implementing commercial-scale production of cell-based methods and/or expanding their capacity for conventional manufacturing using chicken eggs.  We will reach our goal of having the needed capacity by 2011.

Partly as a result of these efforts, we have now procured 12.2 million treatment courses (each course provides a full treatment for one person) of H5N1 pre-pandemic influenza vaccine.  If the virus mutates to where it has pandemic properties, a new vaccine will be developed to match it exactly, but this stockpiled vaccine will provide some protection in the interim. 
This stockpile is available to support clinical trials and to protect health care workers, first responders, and other critical workers in the early stages of a pandemic.  We plan to stockpile additional doses of pre-pandemic vaccine by the end of 2008.  We have reached our goal of stockpiling enough pandemic influenza antivirals to cover 44 million people, which will help slow the spread of an emerging pandemic.

Flu Newswire

Excessive Use of Antiviral Drugs Could Aid Deadly Flu (1/9/09)
The Ohio State University
Influenza’s ability to resist the effects of cheap and popular antiviral agents in Asia and Russia should serve as a cautionary tale about U.S. plans to use the antiviral drug Tamiflu in the event of widespread avian flu infection in humans, scientists say.  Researchers analyzed almost 700 genome sequences of avian influenza strains to document where and when the virus developed resistance to a class of antiviral drugs called adamantanes and how far resistant strains spread. The analysis suggests that widespread antiviral drug use can accelerate the evolution of drug resistance in viruses, and that resistant strains can emerge and spread rapidly. 
Scientists Isolate Genes that Made 1918 Flu Lethal (12/29/09)

University of Wisconsin-Madison

By mixing and matching a contemporary flu virus with the "Spanish flu" - a virus that killed between 20 and 50 million people 90 years ago in history's most devastating outbreak of infectious disease - researchers have identified a set of three genes that helped underpin the extraordinary virulence of the 1918 virus.  Published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, a team led by University of Wisconsin-Madison virologists Yoshihiro Kawaoka and Tokiko Watanabe identifies genes that gave the 1918 virus the capacity to reproduce in lung tissue, a hallmark of the pathogen that claimed more lives than all the battles of World War I combined

Flu Surveillance Update

Google Influenza Surveillance Tool 

http://www.google.org/flutrends/
Michigan Surveillance

The MI Flu Focus is archived on www.michigan.gov/flu.  The most current edition is attached.  To find out about influenza activity in the U.S., visit http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivity.htm
Cumulative Number of Confirmed Human Cases of Avian Influenza A/(H5N1) Reported to WHO (1/7/09)
World Health Organization (WHO)
General Immunization Update

October Meeting Minutes Available (1/6/09)

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 

Meeting minutes are now available from the October 22-23, 2008 ACIP meeting in Atlanta, Georgia.  Influenza updates (found on pages 155-163) cover the following:
· Update on Influenza Surveillance

· Interim Vaccine Effectiveness Studies, Adult Vaccinations, and Influenza Efficacy in the Elderly

Immunization Schedules Published (1/2/09)

Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 

The ACIP annually publishes immunization schedules that summarize recommendations for currently licensed vaccines for children, adolescents, and adults.  Immunization schedules have been published and are now available at www.cdc.gov/vaccines.  On January 2, 2009, a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) was published, featuring the childhood (birth to 6 years old), adolescent (7 to 18 years old), and adult (over 18 years old) immunization schedules.  An erratum has been published for this MMWR issue.

Upcoming Events

Innovative Fundraising and Outreach for Coalitions

Immunization Coalitions Technical Assistance Network (IZTA), Academy for Educational Development (AED)
Date and Time: Tuesday, January 13, 2009 from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Is your coalition looking for new ideas for fundraising, promotion, or partnership development? How can your group use limited resources to make a big impact in your community? Join IZTA for a discussion with AED’s Erik Wang.  Mr. Wang’s professional career uniquely combines marketing, philanthropy, community relations, public policy, and entrepreneurship skills.  He has developed creative public/private partnerships and cause-related marketing campaigns for Best Buy, Magic Johnson Foundation, National Basketball Association, and General Mills.  

To register send an e-mail to izta@aed.org with the message: “Sign me up for the innovative fundraising and outreach for coalitions call” in the subject line.

Current Issues in Immunization NetConference on Influenza 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Date and Time: January 29, 2009 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Join Drs Andrew Kroger and Anthony Fiore for a discussion on antiviral resistance among influenza A(H1N1) viruses and an overview of CDC’s interim guidance for antivirals.

To Register: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/ciinc/  

Flu Resources
Flu Educational Materials Available in Spanish and Five Asian Languages 

Childhood Influenza Immunization Coalition (CIIC)

Pandemic Influenza Resource Library
National Public Health Information Coalition (NPHIC)

Nominations Now Accepted for the 2009 NIVS Immunization Excellence Awards
National Influenza Vaccine Summit (NIVS)

MNA Resolution Passed for Influenza Vaccination of Health Care Personnel
Michigan Nurses Association (MNA)
Families Fighting Flu and CDC Video 
Why Flu Vaccination Matters 



Flu Fighter Action Kit for Health Care Personnel
www.michigan.gov/flufighterkit 

Flu Advisory Board (FAB) 
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
MDCH would like to extend an invite for any interested health care professional to become involved in the Flu Advisory Board (FAB).  To join FAB, contact Courtnay McFeters, Influenza Health Education Coordinator at McFetersC@michigan.gov.  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

A Note About FluBytes:

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes. 
Please feel free to distribute widely.  An archived list of past FluBytes issues can be found at: http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html 

This newsletter is distributed to local health departments, Immunization Action Plan (IAP) Coordinators, members of the Michigan Advisory Committee on Immunizations (MACI), Alliance for Immunization in Michigan (AIM), and representatives of the Flu Advisory Board (FAB).
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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