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FLU VACCINATION COVERAGE IN PREGNANT WOMEN
By mid November almost half of pregnant women in the
United States had received the influenza vaccine,
according to a survey by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC). The survey, of 1,396 women who
were pregnant for at least part of the time since August,
found that 44.8% had been vaccinated. Rates ranged from
35.1% in 18- to 20-year-olds to 52.0% in those 40 to 44.
The most common vaccination venue was a doctor's office
(57.3%), followed by a pharmacy (11.8%), the workplace
(7.5%), and a hospital (7.1%). About two-thirds of doctor-
office vaccinations were in obstetricians' offices. The top
reasons for not getting vaccinated were concerns over
personal safety (56.8% of those opting out), followed by
fear of contracting flu from the shot (53.7%) and safety
concerns for the fetus (48.6%).

INFLUENZA ACTIVITY UPDATE

On December 24, 2010, the CDC published an influenza
activity update in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report (MMWR). During October 3 - December 11, 2010
influenza activity has remained low in most regions of the
United States. Flu viruses characterized thus far are well
matched to the strains included in the 2010-11 influenza
vaccine.

CDC GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS
On December 23, 2010, CDC updated the following Q&A'’s:

e Antiviral Drugs for Seasonal Flu

o Influenza Antiviral Drug Resistance

e Seasonal Flu Vaccine Safety and Pregnant Women

e Guidance for Clinicians on the Use of Rapid
Influenza Diagnostic Tests for the 2010-2011

Influenza Season

NEWS ARTICLES
UK: Ministers accused of putting under-fives at risk

as fears rise of flu epidemic

Children going back to school 'could trigger major
flu epidemic’

Flu-Shot Demand Droops; Prices Fall

EU pushes vaccination amid rising flu activity

FLU RESOURCES

Stay up-to-date with:

MDCH: www.michigan.gov/flu
CDC: www.cdc.gov/flu

Free CDC print materials for order:
http://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/ncird.aspx

0 Everyone--Universal recommendations
0 Pregnant women

0o  Minority populations

HHS: www.flu.gov

ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS

A special issue of Timely Tips has been posted; this
issue focuses on the practices that were given
awards at the 2010 Fall Regional Immunization
Conferences.

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for
informational and communication purposes. Please feel
free to distribute widely. Archived editions of FluBytes
can be found here. To access archived editions of MI
FluFocus click here.
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