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SEASONAL FLU  
Influenza Activity in Michigan Increases to Widespread  
MDCH is reporting that influenza activity has become 
widespread in Michigan. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) will upgrade Michigan's flu activity to 
"widespread," the highest of four influenza activity levels the 
federal government tracks. Widespread activity means that all 
of Michigan’s influenza surveillance regions are currently 
experiencing increased flu activity.  All three strains of influenza 
virus have been identified in Michigan this season; all of which 
are covered by the current flu vaccine.  It is not too late to get a 
flu vaccine.  The vaccine is the single best way to protect against 
influenza, and MDCH continues to recommend vaccination at 
this time.    
 
CDC Influenza Activity MMWR 
Today CDC posted a Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 
(MMWR) describing influenza activity for the current season.   
From October through early December 2010, influenza activity 
remained low in most regions of the United States. Activity 
increased beginning in mid‐December 2010 and continued to 
increase during January and early February 2011. Influenza B, 
2009 influenza A (H1N1), and influenza A (H3N2) viruses all 
have been identified thus far this influenza season, and most 
viruses in circulation are antigenically similar to strains 
included in the 2010‐‐11 vaccine.  Health care providers should 
continue to offer vaccine to all unvaccinated persons aged ≥6 
months throughout the influenza season. 
 
WHO Recommends Strains for 201112 Flu Season 
The World Health Organization (WHO) recommended sticking 
with the the Northern  current three vaccine strains for 
Hemisphere's next influenza season.  

  full reportWHO’s statement and  
 CIDRAP news article 

 
Flu Vaccine for Cancer Patients 
The American Cancer Society recently posted: Seasonal and 
H1N1 Flu Vaccine Information  
 
SEASONAL FLU NEWS ARTICLES 

asedStudy: Cell‐based flu vaccine protection matches egg‐b  
 
Public, Physicians Paying More Attention to Flu Shots 
 
Universal flu vaccine tested on humans for first time  
 
Federal officials launch new vaccine strategy, get flu 
immunization update 

 
PANDEMIC FLU NEWS ARTICLES 
Resource Burden at Children’s Hospitals Experiencing 
Surge Volumes During the Spring 2009 H1N1 
Influenza Pandemic 
 
tudy showing high effectiveness for H1N1 vaccine stirs S
debate 
 
FLU RESOURCES  
CDC recently posted their February Influenza E-Brief.  
The issue includes information on influenza activity, 2011-
12 seed strain selection, innovative research at CDC, 
benefits to infants from vaccination of pregnant women and 
much more.   
 
Stay up‐to‐date with:  

gan.gMDCH ov/flu: www.michi   
CDC: www.cdc.gov/flu   
HHS: www.flu.gov  
 
ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS 
HHS Releases New Strategic Plan to Advance Vaccine 
and Immunization Science and Policy  
A new National Vaccine Plan was rolled out by the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services on Feb. 16, 
with a goal of broadening access to preventive vaccines 
to all Americans by innovating the nation's vaccine 
system. The National Vaccine Plan has not been updated 
since 1994, and the latest plan covers research and 
development, financing, supply, distribution, safety, 
lobal cooperation, and informed decision‐making on the g
part of consumers and healthcare providers. 
 
The February issue of Michigan Immunization Timely 
ips (MITT) is available at T www.michigan.gov/immunize 
nder the Provider Information section. u
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for 
informational and communication purposes.  Please feel 
free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of FluBytes 
can be found here.  To access archived editions of MI 
FluFocus click here. 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MI_FluFocus-Feb172011_346065_7.pdf
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/feb1711strains.html
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/feb1711strains.html
http://www.cancer.org/Treatment/TreatmentsandSideEffects/PhysicalSideEffects/InfectionsinPeoplewithCancer/seasonal-and-h1n1-flu-vaccine-information
http://www.cancer.org/Treatment/TreatmentsandSideEffects/PhysicalSideEffects/InfectionsinPeoplewithCancer/seasonal-and-h1n1-flu-vaccine-information
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/41454190/ns/health-infectious_diseases/
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/general/news/feb1611nvac.html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1553-2712.2010.00992.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1553-2712.2010.00992.x/abstract
http://www.cdc.gov/washington/fluBrief/11_220821_gold_influenza_ebrief.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/washington/fluBrief/11_220821_gold_influenza_ebrief.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/flu
http://www.cdc.gov/flu
http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/02/20110216b.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MITT_021011_345308_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/immunize
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html
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Seasonal flu 


Influenza Activity in Michigan Increases to Widespread 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MI_FluFocus-Feb172011_346065_7.pdf" ��MDCH is reporting� that influenza activity has become widespread in Michigan. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will upgrade Michigan's flu activity to "widespread," the highest of four influenza activity levels the federal government tracks. Widespread activity means that all of Michigan’s influenza surveillance regions are currently experiencing increased flu activity.  All three strains of influenza virus have been identified in Michigan this season; all of which are covered by the current flu vaccine.  It is not too late to get a flu vaccine.  The vaccine is the single best way to protect against influenza, and MDCH continues to recommend vaccination at this time.   





CDC Influenza Activity MMWR


Today CDC posted a � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6006a4.htm?s_cid=mm6006a4_e&source=govdelivery" ��Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report� (MMWR) describing influenza activity for the current season.  


From October through early December 2010, influenza activity remained low in most regions of the United States. Activity increased beginning in mid-December 2010 and continued to increase during January and early February 2011. Influenza B, 2009 influenza A (H1N1), and influenza A (H3N2) viruses all have been identified thus far this influenza season, and most viruses in circulation are antigenically similar to strains included in the 2010--11 vaccine.  Health care providers should continue to offer vaccine to all unvaccinated persons aged ≥6 months throughout the influenza season.





WHO Recommends Strains for 2011-12 Flu Season


The World Health Organization (WHO) recommended sticking with the current three vaccine strains for the Northern Hemisphere's next influenza season. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/csr/disease/influenza/recommendations_2011_12north/en/index.html" ��WHO’s statement and full report�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/feb1711strains.html" ��CIDRAP news article�





Flu Vaccine for Cancer Patients


The American Cancer Society recently posted: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cancer.org/Treatment/TreatmentsandSideEffects/PhysicalSideEffects/InfectionsinPeoplewithCancer/seasonal-and-h1n1-flu-vaccine-information" ��Seasonal and H1N1 Flu Vaccine Information� 





Seasonal flu News Articles


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/general/news/feb1711cellvax.html" ��Study: Cell-based flu vaccine protection matches egg-based�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/737614" ��Public, Physicians Paying More Attention to Flu Shots�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/41454190/ns/health-infectious_diseases/" ��Universal flu vaccine tested on humans for first time� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/general/news/feb1611nvac.html" ��Federal officials launch new vaccine strategy, get flu immunization update�








PANDEMIC FLU News Articles


� HYPERLINK "http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1553-2712.2010.00992.x/abstract" ��Resource Burden at Children’s Hospitals Experiencing Surge Volumes During the Spring 2009 H1N1 Influenza Pandemic�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/feb1111vaccine.html" ��Study showing high effectiveness for H1N1 vaccine stirs debate�





Flu Resources 


CDC recently posted their � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/washington/fluBrief/11_220821_gold_influenza_ebrief.pdf" ��February Influenza E-Brief�.  The issue includes information on influenza activity, 2011-12 seed strain selection, innovative research at CDC, benefits to infants from vaccination of pregnant women and much more.  





Stay up-to-date with: 


MDCH: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/flu" ��www.michigan.gov/flu� 


CDC: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/flu" ��www.cdc.gov/flu�  


HHS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.flu.gov" ��www.flu.gov� 





Additional Immunization News


HHS Releases New Strategic Plan to Advance Vaccine and Immunization Science and Policy �A new � HYPERLINK "http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/02/20110216b.html" ��National Vaccine Plan� was rolled out by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services on Feb. 16, with a goal of broadening access to preventive vaccines to all Americans by innovating the nation's vaccine system. The National Vaccine Plan has not been updated since 1994, and the latest plan covers research and development, financing, supply, distribution, safety, global cooperation, and informed decision-making on the part of consumers and healthcare providers.





The � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MITT_021011_345308_7.pdf" ��February issue� of Michigan Immunization Timely Tips (MITT) is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/immunize" ��www.michigan.gov/immunize� under the Provider Information section.









































































































































FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes.  Please feel free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of FluBytes can be found � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html" ��here.�  To access archived editions of MI FluFocus click � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html" ��here. �











