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SEASONAL FLU  
Mandatory Influenza Vaccination 
The following article was published in the Journal of Infection 
Control and Hospital Epidemiology: “Championing Patient Safety 
through Mandatory Influenza Vaccination for All Healthcare 
Personnel and Affiliated Physicians.”  The researchers describe 
the results of a mandatory policy in a not‐for‐profit regional 
healthcare organization that includes 9 hospitals with 
approximately 25,000 HCP and approximately 4,000 affiliated 
physicians. The program was implemented in the 2009‐10 
influenza season; vaccination rates increased from 54% to 
98.5%.   
 
An additional study in Vaccine describes factors that influenced 
the success of a mandatory health care worker immunization 
policy. Vaccines included were measles, mumps, rubella, 
varicella, hepatitis B, diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis, but not 
influenza. Even though this study did not include influenza, the 
lessons learned are noteworthy.  According to the researchers, 
“success in policy implementation was associated with effective 
communication, including support of clinical leaders, provision 
of free vaccine, access to occupational health services which 
included immunization, and appropriate data collection and 
reporting systems. Achieving high vaccine uptake was more 
challenging with existing employees and with smaller 
institutions. 
 
Flu Prevention in Labor and Delivery 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released 
updated guidance for preventing influenza in labor and delivery 
settings. The CDC no longer urges women who have suspected 
or confirmed flu infections to wear a mask during labor, if they 
can tolerate one. Instead, they say women who have flu‐like 
illness during labor should remain on droplet precautions and 
that the health care team in the delivery room should adhere to 
standard and droplet precautions.  The guidance urges 
healthcare providers to strongly encourage flu vaccination for 
family members and the baby's other caregivers. 
 
Australian study finds trivalent flu vaccine effective against 
H1N1 
A study of patients seen by sentinel physicians in Australia 
found the 2010 trivalent seasonal influenza vaccine was 79% 
effective against 2009 H1N1 flu. The study, a test‐negative case‐
control approach, included 139 case‐patients who tested 
positive for 2009 H1N1 by polymerase chain reaction and 180 
controls, who had negative flu test results. 

PANDEMIC FLU 
Vaccine researchers from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) recently published in article in Nature 
which says influenza A/H2N2 viruses, the subtype that 
caused the flu pandemic of 1957‐58, could return and 
trigger a pandemic in much the same way the H1N1 
subtype did in 2009.  H2N2 viruses have not circulated in 
humans for decades, with the result that people younger 
than 50 probably have little immunity to them; such 
viruses are still c e 

mp
irculating in pigs and birds and have th

potential to ju  back into humans. 
Related article: Scientists say 1957 pandemic flu virus 
could return 
 
News Articles 
Pandemic review committee defends WHO response 
 
AVIAN INFLUENZA 
Journal Article
Risk Factors of H5N1 in China 
Researchers in 

s 

PloS Pathogens found that the risk of 
highly pathogenic H5N1 avian flu outbreaks in China is 
more geographically limited than previously thought, 

that affected provinces tended to have lower 
dy response to vaccination in domestic birds. 

and 
antibo
 
H5N1 ChinaTibet Wild Bird Migration Route 
PLoS One published a study which desrcibes a new 

 serve as a transmission 
 for H5N1 avian flu between China and Tibet.   

migratory pathway that may
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WHO: Avian influenza update 
 
3,000 chickens culled after 13th case of bird flu in 3
Miyazaki 
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ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS 
MDCH is  Fall  pleased to announce the dates for the 2011
Regional Immunization Conferences:  

rn  
 
 Oct. 5 ‐ E. Lansing        •   Oct. 6 ‐ Dearbo

 
Oct. 18 ‐ Gaylord          •   Oct. 20 ‐ Marquette  
Nov. 1 ‐ Bay City           •   Nov. 2 ‐ Troy  

 Nov. 9 ‐ Kalamazoo      •   Nov. 10 ‐ Grand Rapids  
 
 
 
 

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for 
informational and communication purposes.  Please feel 
free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of FluBytes 
can be found here.  To access archived editions of MI 
FluFocus click here.  
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Seasonal flu 


Mandatory Influenza Vaccination


The � HYPERLINK "http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/10.1086/659155.pdf?acceptTC=true" ��following article was published� in the Journal of Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology: “Championing Patient Safety through Mandatory Influenza Vaccination for All Healthcare Personnel and Affiliated Physicians.”  The researchers describe the results of a mandatory policy in a not-for-profit regional healthcare organization that includes 9 hospitals with approximately 25,000 HCP and approximately 4,000 affiliated physicians. The program was implemented in the 2009-10 influenza season; vaccination rates increased from 54% to 98.5%.  





An additional study in � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21338677" ��Vaccine� describes factors that influenced the success of a mandatory health care worker immunization policy. Vaccines included were measles, mumps, rubella, varicella, hepatitis B, diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis, but not influenza. Even though this study did not include influenza, the lessons learned are noteworthy.  According to the researchers, “success in policy implementation was associated with effective communication, including support of clinical leaders, provision of free vaccine, access to occupational health services which included immunization, and appropriate data collection and reporting systems. Achieving high vaccine uptake was more challenging with existing employees and with smaller institutions.





Flu Prevention in Labor and Delivery


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/infectioncontrol/peri-post-settings.htm" ��updated guidance� for preventing influenza in labor and delivery settings. The CDC no longer urges women who have suspected or confirmed flu infections to wear a mask during labor, if they can tolerate one. Instead, they say women who have flu-like illness during labor should remain on droplet precautions and that the health care team in the delivery room should adhere to standard and droplet precautions.  The guidance urges healthcare providers to strongly encourage flu vaccination for family members and the baby's other caregivers.





Australian study finds trivalent flu vaccine effective against H1N1�� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/17/7/pdfs/10-1959.pdf" ��A study of patients seen by sentinel physicians� in Australia found the 2010 trivalent seasonal influenza vaccine was 79% effective against 2009 H1N1 flu. The study, a test-negative case-control approach, included 139 case-patients who tested positive for 2009 H1N1 by polymerase chain reaction and 180 controls, who had negative flu test results.





PANDEMIC FLU


Vaccine researchers from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/mar1011h2n2.html" ��recently published in article� in Nature which says influenza A/H2N2 viruses, the subtype that caused the flu pandemic of 1957-58, could return and trigger a pandemic in much the same way the H1N1 subtype did in 2009.  H2N2 viruses have not circulated in humans for decades, with the result that people younger than 50 probably have little immunity to them; such viruses are still circulating in pigs and birds and have the potential to jump back into humans.


Related article: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/mar1011h2n2.html" ��Scientists say 1957 pandemic flu virus could return�





News Articles


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/mar1011review-jw.html" ��Pandemic review committee defends WHO response�





Avian Influenza


Journal Articles


Risk Factors of H5N1 in China


Researchers in �HYPERLINK "http://www.plospathogens.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.ppat.1001308"��PloS Pathogens� found that the risk of highly pathogenic H5N1 avian flu outbreaks in China is more geographically limited than previously thought, and that affected provinces tended to have lower antibody response to vaccination in domestic birds.





H5N1 China-Tibet Wild Bird Migration Route


PLoS One � HYPERLINK "http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0017622" ��published a study� which desrcibes a new migratory pathway that may serve as a transmission route for H5N1 avian flu between China and Tibet.  





New Articles


WHO: � HYPERLINK "http://www.who.int/csr/don/2011_03_07/en/index.html" ��Avian influenza� update





� HYPERLINK "http://www.japantoday.com/category/national/view/33000-chickens-culled-after-13th-case-of-bird-flu-in-miyazaki" ��33,000 chickens culled after 13th case of bird flu in Miyazaki�





Flu Resources 


Stay up-to-date with: 


MDCH: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/flu" ��www.michigan.gov/flu� 


CDC: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/flu" ��www.cdc.gov/flu�  


HHS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.flu.gov" ��www.flu.gov� 





Additional Immunization News


MDCH is pleased to announce the dates for the � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2942_4911_4914---,00.html" ��2011 Fall Regional Immunization Conferences�: 


Oct. 5 - E. Lansing        •   Oct. 6 - Dearborn 


Oct. 18 - Gaylord          •   Oct. 20 - Marquette 


Nov. 1 - Bay City           •   Nov. 2 - Troy 


Nov. 9 - Kalamazoo      •   Nov. 10 - Grand Rapids 


























































































































FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for informational and communication purposes.  Please feel free to distribute widely.  Archived editions of FluBytes can be found � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779-125027--,00.html" ��here.�  To access archived editions of MI FluFocus click � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-2940_2955_22779_40563-143382--,00.html" ��here. �











