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SEASONAL FLU

Influenza Vaccination of Health Care Personnel

According to a study published in Vaccine, over four flu seasons
Iowa officials were able to raise flu vaccination rates among
health care personnel (HCP) at acute-care hospitals from 73%
to 93% using a voluntary provider-based project,. Starting in
2006, hospitals submitted vaccination rates to a Web site, where
data were posted for all participating hospitals. Hospital
participation rates in the project started at 86% in the first
season but rose to 100% for the other three seasons. In 2009-10
the mean employee vaccination rate of 19 hospitals using a
mandatory vaccination policy was 96%, compared with 87% in
the 64 hospitals not mandating vaccination.

Flu Vaccine Effectiveness in Europe

The Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy (CIDRAP)
gave a summary of preliminary studies suggesting that this
year's trivalent seasonal flu vaccine used in Europe was less
effective against the 2009 H1N1 virus than last year's
monovalent HIN1 vaccine. A preliminary study based on
surveillance in seven European countries estimated vaccine
effectiveness (VE) against all strains at only 42.3%. At the same
time, a separate preliminary study from Spain estimated VE at
50% for all flu strains and 72% for 2009 HI1IN1. CIDRAP states
that the two analyses don't cover the whole season, and both
reports say more precise and reliable estimates should become
available after data for the whole season can be studied.

The studies cite antigenic drift, or evolution of the virus, as one
of several factors that may help explain the lower VE.

News Articles
Health systems eye requiring influenza shots for workers

Delaware: Antiviral Resistant flu cases indentified

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for
informational and communication purposes. Please feel
free to distribute widely. Archived editions of FluBytes
can be found here. To access archived editions of MI
FluFocus click here.

PANDEMIC FLU

Health officials in the United Kingdom released proposed
revisions to its pandemic preparedness strategy, which
take into account lessons learned during the 2009 HIN1
pandemic. There is also a summary from CIDRAP.

Experiences from the 2009 H1N1 Pandemic
Emerging Infectious Diseases recently published: H275Y
Mutant Pandemic (H1IN1) 2009 Virus in

Immunocompromised Patients”

In Critical Care researchers from South Korea reported
that rapid, short-term corticosteroid therapy combined
with oseltamivir can dramatically improve severe
pneumonia in children who have 2009 H1N1 infections.

According to a letter published by Emerging Infectious
Diseases (EID), the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus was
detected in three animals of diverse species at the San
Diego Zoo in the fall of 2009. This further broadens the
virus's range of animal hosts.

AVIAN INFLUENZA

According to researchers in a PLoS One study of human
H5N1 influenza cases, Egypt became the epicenter of
cases in 2009 and 2010, with 68 of the 121 cases
reported worldwide. Most of the cases in Egypt have
occurred in children and females but does not explain
why the case fatality rate there is significantly lower than
in other countries; 34%, versus 60% for other countries
with human cases.

News Articles
Indonesia: Ministry of Health announces additional
H5N1 victim

Bird flu continues to ravage Tripura; new cases of
outbreak reported
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Seasonal flu 



Influenza Vaccination of Health Care Personnel



According to a � HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ArticleURL&_udi=B6TD4-52FKXR4-1&_user=10&_coverDate=03/23/2011&_rdoc=1&_fmt=high&_orig=gateway&_origin=gateway&_sort=d&_docanchor=&view=c&_acct=C000050221&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=10&md5=0cdb46472571badc56495ba800e6ca62&searchtype=a" ��study published� in Vaccine, over four flu seasons Iowa officials were able to raise flu vaccination rates among health care personnel (HCP) at acute-care hospitals from 73% to 93% using a voluntary provider-based project,. Starting in 2006, hospitals submitted vaccination rates to a Web site, where data were posted for all participating hospitals. Hospital participation rates in the project started at 86% in the first season but rose to 100% for the other three seasons. In 2009-10 the mean employee vaccination rate of 19 hospitals using a mandatory vaccination policy was 96%, compared with 87% in the 64 hospitals not mandating vaccination.







Flu Vaccine Effectiveness in Europe



The Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy (CIDRAP) � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/swineflu/news/mar2111eurovax.htmll" ��gave a summary� of preliminary studies suggesting that this year's trivalent seasonal flu vaccine used in Europe was less effective against the 2009 H1N1 virus than last year's monovalent H1N1 vaccine.   A preliminary study based on surveillance in seven European countries estimated vaccine effectiveness (VE) against all strains at only 42.3%. At the same time, a separate preliminary study from Spain estimated VE at 50% for all flu strains and 72% for 2009 H1N1.  CIDRAP states that the two analyses don't cover the whole season, and both reports say more precise and reliable estimates should become available after data for the whole season can be studied. 



The studies cite antigenic drift, or evolution of the virus, as one of several factors that may help explain the lower VE. 







News Articles



� HYPERLINK "http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_728263.html" ��Health systems eye requiring influenza shots for workers�



�� HYPERLINK "http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/pressreleases/2011/flu_cases_identified-032311.html" ��Delaware: Antiviral Resistant flu cases indentified�



















PANDEMIC FLU



Health officials in the United Kingdom � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/mar2211panplan.html" ��released proposed� revisions to its pandemic preparedness strategy, which take into account lessons learned during the 2009 H1N1 pandemic.  There is also a summary from � HYPERLINK "http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/mar2211panplan.html" ��CIDRAP�. 







Experiences from the 2009 H1N1 Pandemic



Emerging Infectious Diseases recently published: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/17/4/653.htm" ��H275Y Mutant Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 Virus in Immunocompromised Patients�”







In Critical Care �HYPERLINK "http://ccforum.com/content/15/2/413"��researchers from South Korea� reported that rapid, short-term corticosteroid therapy combined with oseltamivir can dramatically improve severe pneumonia in children who have 2009 H1N1 infections. 







According to a � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/17/4/747.htm" ��letter published� by Emerging Infectious Diseases (EID), the 2009 H1N1 influenza virus was detected in three animals of diverse species at the San Diego Zoo in the fall of 2009.  This further broadens the virus's range of animal hosts. 







Avian Influenza



� HYPERLINK "http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0017730" ��According to researchers� in a PLoS One study of human H5N1 influenza cases, Egypt became the epicenter of cases in 2009 and 2010, with 68 of the 121 cases reported worldwide.  Most of the cases in Egypt have occurred in children and females but does not explain why the case fatality rate there is significantly lower than in other countries; 34%, versus 60% for other countries with human cases.  







News Articles



� HYPERLINK "http://birdflucorner.wordpress.com/2011/03/23/indonesia-ministry-of-health-announces-additional-h5n1-victim/" \o "Permanent link to Indonesia ::: Ministry of Health announces additional H5N1 victim" �Indonesia: Ministry of Health announces additional H5N1 victim�







� HYPERLINK "http://www.weeklyhealthusa.org/latest/articles/breakthroughdiet/vc/us2/" ��Bird flu continues to ravage Tripura; new cases of outbreak reported�







Flu Resources 



Stay up-to-date with: 



MDCH: � HYPERLINK "http://www.michigan.gov/flu" ��www.michigan.gov/flu� 



CDC: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/flu" ��www.cdc.gov/flu�  



HHS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.flu.gov" ��www.flu.gov� 
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