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SEASONAL FLU

UNIVERSAL FLU VACCINE

This week Clinical Infectious Diseases (CID) published two
articles on the development of a universal flu vaccine. In
the first study, the researchers state that “these data—to
our knowledge, for the first time—quantitatively show the
presence, albeit at low levels, of two populations of
heterosubtypic BnAbs [broadly neutralizing antibodies]
against influenza A in human serum." In an accompanying
CID editorial, two leading flu experts from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) called the findings
"auspicious"” for the development of a universal flu vaccine.

Related Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy
(CIDRAP) article: Study finds versatile flu antibodies in
human serum

FLU APP COMPETITION

In a move to spur the creative and accessible use of its flu
data, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) recently launched a competition to develop mobile
phone or Web applications. The CDC said data visualization,
system, tool, and game applications are other examples of
entries that software designers can submit for its $35,000
challenge, which closes May 27. The winning entries will
have the chance to be featured on the CDC's Web site. The
entries will be judged by a panel that includes global health,
software, and communications experts and by a public vote.

FLU RESOURCES

Stay up-to-date with:

MDCH: www.michigan.gov/flu
CDC: www.cdc/gov/flu

HHS: www.flu.gov or www.vaccines.gov

FluBytes is distributed to MDCH flu partners for
informational and communication purposes. Please feel
free to distribute widely. Archived editions of FluBytes
can be found here. To access archived editions of MI
FluFocus click here.

PANDEMIC INFLUENZA

PREDICTING FLU VACCINATION PARTICIPATION

An article in the European Journal of Epidemiology found
that trust in public health officials can help predict flu
vaccination participation. Researchers surveyed about 600
Swiss adults before and during the 2009 H1N1 pandemic.
The first part of the survey was designed to gauge attitudes
about H5N1 avian influenza, but the novel HIN1 virus
emerged during data collection, and the researchers took
the opportunity to take a follow-up survey to gauge vaccine
uptake and other measures. They found that trust in
medical organizations predicted vaccination behavior, but
beliefs about health issues and trust predicted the public's
perceptions about the usefulness and efficacy of other flu
prevention measures, such as hand washing. The group
concluded that the findings highlight the importance of
fostering the public's trust when planning and executing
public health campaigns.

News Articles
WHO group renews push for pact on virus-sharing,

pandemic vaccine access

CDC releases preparedness guidelines for states, localities

AVIAN INFLUENZA

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization:
Eliminating H5N1 will take more than 10 years

News Articles
WHO confirms 5 H5N1 cases in Egypt, Bangladesh

ADDITIONAL IMMUNIZATION NEWS

National Infant Immunization Week (NIIVW) is April
23-30

NIIW is an annual observance to promote the benefits of
immunizations and to improve the health of children two
years old or younger.
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