GLBHI Conference Travel Support Form
2012 Great Lakes Border Health Initiative (GLBHI) Annual Conference

April 24 – The Inn at St. John’s, Plymouth, Michigan, USA
(with Tabletop Exercise and GLBHI Committee Meetings to be held April 23)

[Annual Conference Justification document provided on next page]

Please fill in the requested information completely, and return as soon as possible to Diane Krueger at kruegerd@michigan.gov;

or fax to Diane at 517-335-8263.

Name  (first and last):  
Complete name, as shown on passport  (required if air travel is requested):  
Job title:  

Department or Division:  
Organization or Agency:  
Complete office mailing address  (include zip code & country):  
Email address:  
Office phone, including area code:  
Birth Date  (day, month, year; only required if air travel is requested):  
Member of a GLBHI Committee or Subcommittee?          Yes            No

If yes, please list Committee/Subcommittee(s):  
If your attendance would not be allowed at the Conference because of your organization’s budget restrictions, please list the specific travel expenses that GLBHI would need to reimburse in order for you to be allowed to join us (list out separately and as accurately as possible; expense types include hotel [give number of nights], car mileage, rental car, meals, plane flight, taxi, parking, tolls, etc.):
· Expense type: _____________________________________
Estimated cost (U.S. $): __________
· Expense type: _____________________________________
Estimated cost (U.S. $): __________
· Expense type: _____________________________________
Estimated cost (U.S. $): __________
· Expense type: _____________________________________
Estimated cost (U.S. $): __________
As noted above, please return to Diane Krueger at kruegerd@michigan.gov; fax: 517-335-8263.  
Contact Diane (via email, or at 517-335-6533) with additional questions or concerns. Thank you!

If your Organization needs justification for your attendance at the 2012 GLBHI Annual Conference,

you may use the information provided on the next page or the formal invitation letter.
GLBHI and Annual Conference Participation Justification – 2012
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GLBHI’s Goal:  GLBHI was developed in 2004 to improve early warning infectious disease surveillance at our international borders. By collaborating in advance of an outbreak or event, neighboring jurisdictions will be able to respond to an infectious disease outbreak in the most efficient manner. GLHBI receives funding from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)-Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) and managed by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Who is involved: Seven U.S. states - Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin - have banded together with the Canadian province of Ontario to identify means to share public health infectious disease information quickly, securely, and lawfully. Participation from all levels of government - federal, state/provincial, local, and Tribes/First Nations - is vital to the Initiative’s success.

What is being done: Partnerships and collaboration between all facets of public health administration are crucial to preventing and controlling infectious disease outbreaks. GLBHI’s goal is to provide the framework from which key cross-border relationships can be molded and nurtured in order to further protect the public’s health. 

The current GLBHI framework consists of:

· The Public Health Data Sharing Agreement and the Infectious Disease Emergency Communication Guideline

· Cross-border enrollment on the U.S. and Canada’s national health surveillance systems - the CDC’s Epi‑X and the Public Health Agency of Canada’s CNPHI Public Health Alerts
· An annual regional conference

· Several smaller, locally focused conferences 

· Cross-border sharing of Health Alert Network (HAN) messages

· Monthly to bi-monthly steering and subcommittee meetings.

Annual Conference: GLBHI is hosting its Eight Annual Conference on April 24, 2012. Plenary and breakout sessions are scheduled for the entire day. April 23 is reserved for a by-invitation-only food/feed contamination emergency exercise and meetings of the Steering Committee, and the Food Protection & Defense, Laboratory, Legal and Surveillance & Communications Subcommittees.

The Annual Conference performs many critical functions required by the HHS’s CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness cooperative agreement funding, including:
· Convening binational surveillance and epidemiology planning workshops to discuss and plan cross‑border surveillance and/or epidemiology-related activities.
· Engaging federally recognized Tribes/First Nations along the international border in cross-border infectious disease surveillance activities.
· Conducting joint, cross-border assessments of information technology capabilities essential to infectious disease surveillance.
· Collaborating with public health officials in border jurisdictions to identify how infectious disease outbreak information can be most rapidly and effectively shared across borders.
· Improving cross-border, electronic sharing of laboratory information with public health officials and other partners in neighboring jurisdictions.
