Dear Editor:

I’m concerned that the use of tobacco at our parks and beaches is having a negative health impact on humans and wildlife, and a detrimental impact on the environment.  As a resident of [insert city or county name], I am grateful for the use of our public parks and beaches.  I appreciate the space these areas provide for people to recreate, and the natural setting for wildlife, and I want them to be available for generations to come.

Cigarette butts are the most common form of litter, and can take decades to decompose.  Within an hour of contact with water cigarette butts begin leaching toxic compounds into the marine environment.  Tobacco litter is ingested by wildlife and picked up by young children, exposing both children and animals to a health hazard.  Cigarette butts that are not completely extinguished are a fire and burn hazard.  Clean up of tobacco litter is costly to taxpayers.    

The reasons for making our parks and beaches tobacco-free are abundant.  I encourage [insert relevant policy making entity name] to adopt a tobacco-free policy for the parks and beaches in our community.

Sincerely,

