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Council Meeting Minutes
May 20, 2015

Council Members Present: Jill Barker, Bob Brown, Justin Caine, Elmer Cerano, Kristen Columbus, Heidi DeVries, Barbara LeRoy, Paul Palmer, Andrea Sargent, Jane Reagan, Debbie Rock, David Taylor, David Verseput, Deborah Wiese

Council Members Absent: Kristin Kleinheksel, Jeremiah Prusi, Rich Suhrheinrich, Marnie Wills

Council Staff Present: Vendella Collins, Wendy Duke-Littlejohn, Dee Florence, Terry Hunt, Tedra Jackson, Meredith Smith, Brett Williams

Council Staff Absent: Yasmina Bouraoui, Tracy Vincent

Guests Present: Pat Clement 


Chair, Kristen Columbus called the meeting to order at 1:25pm. A quorum was established.

Approval of Agenda
Chair, called for approval of agenda. Change to action on Council Outreach Media Plan from approval to vote was requested.
Motion: David Verseput moved to accept agenda with change.
Seconded: Elmer Cerano
Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of Minutes
Chair, called for approval of April 7, 2015 draft minutes.
Motion: Bob Brown moved to approve minutes as presented.
Seconded: David Taylor
Motion passed unanimously.

Public comment – None 

Election of Officers
Elmer Cerano presented the nominating committee’s recommendations for the office of Chairperson, Kristen Columbus and for the office of Vice Chairperson, Justin Caine. A call for any additional nominations was made. There were none.
Motion: David Verseput moved to unanimously accept Kristen Columbus as Chair and Justin Caine as Vice Chair.
Seconded: Paul Palmer
Motion passed unanimously.

Council Outreach Media Plan
Several ideas for media outreach were presented and discussed. The council decided to have Justin Caine work with Meredith Smith, Communications staff, to develop a plan to present to the Economic Justice Work Group for consideration.

Self-Advocacy
Council was presented with the work of the ad hoc committee over the past year. There were two recommendations presented to the council for approval 1) Approve the start of rebuilding a self-advocacy network in Michigan. Begin work to develop the network with the goal of that organization becoming an autonomous organization and eventually gaining 501(c)3 status and 2) Discontinue funding for RICCs beginning in FY 2017 (beginning of new plan).
Motion: Elmer Cerano moved to approve both recommendations
Seconded: David Verseput
Motion passed unanimously.

Director’s Report
Report was included in the packet. 
· An update given was there was an ODEP meeting on May 6th on transition mapping. Outcomes not available yet, but hoping that the data from it will be useful. The ODEP grant is slated to end in September, however, it is hoped that funding will be awarded to continue the work for the next fiscal year.
· Peer mentoring meeting with Jeff Wieferich was held to try and formalize a process to become standard across the state. There is no funding involved, just trying to formalize the process.

Executive Committee Report 
The report was projected on-screen. Kristen will send report to members by email after the meeting. Main highlighted items were:
· Confidentiality policy was drafted and is being edited for the Executive committee to look at for possible submission to the full council should it be deemed necessary by the committee.
· DSA review is required periodically; it has been decided to form an ad-hoc group to go over 14 questions developed by NACDD to assist with the process. Members and staff will meet on May 28th to decide what action is needed, if any.
· Council placement within DHHS as result of merger of DCH and DHS. Council Chair Kristen sent a letter to Director Nick Lyon requesting the Council maintain the reporting status it had prior to the merger. Copy of letter to be shared by email.

Agency, Committee & Work Group Reports
Chairperson, Kristen called for any questions, comments to reports that were included in the meeting packet. There were none.


Meeting adjourned at 2:03pm.


Coming up Next:
Tuesday, July 7, 2015 – Council Meeting
Friday, July 17, 2015 – RICC & Transportation Summit


