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Michigan Department of 
Community Health (MDCH) 

Mission: 
  
 MDCH will protect, preserve, and promote the health and 

safety of the people of Michigan with particular attention to 
providing for the needs of vulnerable and under-served 
populations  

 
Vision: 
  
 Improving the experience of care, improving the health of 

populations, and reducing per capita costs of health care 
 
 

 



CDC Funding Announcement 
Enhancing Breast Cancer Genomic Best Practices through 

Education, Surveillance and Policy, 2011-2014 

• 3 year cooperative agreement (2011-
2014) awarded to three projects 
– Authorized from Affordable Care Act 
– State health departments and Tribal 

governments eligible  
• Purpose: develop or enhance 

activities related to breast cancer 
genomics 
– Promote use of BRCA1/2 clinical 

practices as recommended by 
USPSTF and NCCN  

• Must conduct programs in policy plus 
surveillance and/or health education 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Michigan Project Goals 

•  Promote adoption of health plan policies to increase 
coverage of BRCA clinical services for high risk women 

 
•  Increase health care provider knowledge and use of BRCA  

clinical practices recommended by USPSTF and NCCN 
 
•  Expand surveillance of BRCA Clinical Practices 
 
•  Utilize data to inform best practices, promote policy 

change, conduct program evaluation, and disseminate 
findings 

 



 



 
 

“…no important health problem will be solved 
 by clinical care alone, or research alone,  
or by public health alone- But rather by all 

 public and private sectors working together”  
 

JS Marks. Managed Care 2005;14:p11 
Supplement on “The Future of Public Health” 

Partners, Partners, Partners…! 



Promote adoption of health plan policies to increase 
coverage of BRCA clinical services for high risk women 

Michigan Policy Objectives 

• Investigate insurance coverage gaps for BRCA Clinical 
Services 

• Enhance payers’ awareness, knowledge and use of BRCA 
Clinical Services with respect to USPSTF and NCCN 
guidelines 

• Increase the number of health plans that have written 
policies for BRCA Clinical Services consistent with USPSTF 
and NCCN recommended practices 

 



BRCA Policy Dashboard 





 

Resource Guide  
with Individualized Reports  



Award Health Plans Aligned with 
USPSTF and NCCN Recommendation 

• Michigan Association of Health 
Plans (MAHP) Summer 
Conference held in 2010-2013 

• Pinnacle Awards to honor health 
plans aligned with BRCA 
Recommendation in 2010-2012 

• Pinnacle Award for best BRCA 
policy awarded to Priority Health in 
2011 

• CME Best Practices event to 
educate health plan directors in 
2010-2012 

• MAHP Insight Magazine 
• MAHP and MDCH Press Releases 
• Michigan Cancer Consortium 

Update Newsletters 
• Michigan Cancer Genetics Alliance 

meetings and listserv 
announcements 
 
 



Michigan Policy Success 

• 15 of 25 health plans in 
Michigan with written policies 
for BRCA counseling and 
testing aligned with the 2005 
USPSTF Grade B 
Recommendation (increase 
from 4 health plans in 2009) 

 
• 8 of 25 health plans in 

Michigan with written policies 
for BRCA-related clinical 
services for women with a 
known deleterious BRCA 
mutation aligned with 2012 
NCCN guidelines  

 

 

Michigan Cancer Consortium Update 
www.michigancancer.org  

http://www.michigancancer.org/


Michigan Provider Education 
Objectives 

Increase health care provider knowledge and use of BRCA 
clinical practices recommended by USPSTF and NCCN 
 
• Assess and improve provider knowledge about validity, utility, 

harms and benefits of family history, risk assessment and/or 
referral for BRCA counseling and testing for appropriate 
women 

• Increase number/percentage of appropriate visits for BRCA 
counseling 

• Increase number of appropriate BRCA tests and related 
clinical services 



 



Collaboration to Create and Disseminate 
National Provider Education Resource 

• Since 2009, MDCH developed and 
provided an in-person interactive case-
based presentation 

• Based on the success of these in-person 
case-based presentations, MDCH, CDC, 
NCHPEG, Oregon, Georgia and Moffitt 
collaborated in 2012-2013 to develop 
online breast cancer genomics module 

• In 2013, Michigan State University 
approved 2.0 CMEs until October 2016 
• Available at no cost to participants 

• Finishing touches to be completed this 
month and will begin national 
dissemination 

 

 



Michigan Surveillance/Epidemiology 
Objectives 

Expand surveillance of BRCA Clinical Practices 
 
• Expand a comprehensive statewide surveillance network for tracking 

use of BRCA Clinical Services through board certified genetic 
providers 

• Describe statewide trends regarding cancer family history collection 
for Michigan Cancer Surveillance Program 

• Continue to investigate statewide incidence, trends and mortality of 
cancers appropriate for BRCA counseling and testing per NCCN 
guidelines 

• Increase understanding of patient and provider practices before and 
after receiving BRCA testing 

• Monitor Michigan progress toward HP2020 objective to increase the 
proportion of women with family history of breast and/or ovarian 
cancer who received genetic counseling 



Other MDCH Cancer Genomics 
Success Highlights  

• Continual growth of appropriate cancer genetic 
counseling and BRCA testing of individuals 
with a personal and/or family history of breast 
and/or ovarian cancer  

• Extraordinary increase in number of cancer 
genetic clinics with board-certified genetic 
professionals in Michigan including new clinics 
in previously underserved areas  
• 16 clinics in 2013 compared to 8 clinics in 2010 

• Reduced barriers for appropriate BRCA testing 
with continued decrease in percentage of 
individuals who had genetic counseling but 
were not able to pursue BRCA testing due to 
inadequate insurance  
• 8.3% in 2012 compared to 21.7% in 2008 

• Educational tools and resources disseminated 
to over 17,000 providers to assist with 
appropriate breast cancer genetic counseling 
referrals 

• Written health plan policies for BRCA clinical 
services for health plans covering over 7.5 
million Michigan residents 
 
 



Michigan Dissemination & Evaluation 
Objectives 

Utilize data to inform best practices, promote policy change, 
conduct program evaluation, and disseminate findings 
 
• Evaluate the strengths, impact and needs of the program 
• Disseminate model policies, educational resources, 

surveillance findings and strategies for payers and 
providers at multiple levels 



Further MDCH Cancer Genomics Work 
Needed Based on Statewide Data 

• Over 5,000 cases statewide diagnosed in 2008-2009 and reported to Michigan 
Cancer Surveillance Program appropriate for cancer genetic services 

• 3,184 early onset female breast cancer 
• Previous survey of young breast cancer survivors in Michigan showed 54.7% did not receive genetic services with 

most common reason that no one recommended (58.2%) 
• 1,680 ovarian cancer 
• 141 male breast cancer 

• Provider survey data demonstrates self-perceived confidence in breast cancer 
genomics but deficits in actual knowledge and practice 
• 39.7% identified autosomal dominant as most common mode of inheritance for most hereditary cancer syndromes 
• 39.5% collect ancestry/ethnicity when obtaining family history for cancer risk assessment 
• 31.8% identified prophylactic oophorectomy as procedure to most reduce risk of cancer for 40 year old female with 

known BRCA mutation 
• 38.1% aware of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) 

• Population-based survey shows 11% of Michigan adult women have a 
significant family history of breast and/or ovarian cancer, but only 8.8% of 
these women have had genetic counseling (2011 and 2012 MiBRFS) 

• Relative steady mortality rate for ovarian cancer and female breast cancer 
diagnosed under 50 based on Michigan Surveillance Program data 



For More Information 

www.migrc.org  
www.michigan.gov/genomics 

www.michigancancer.org  
Or call 1-866-852-1247 

www.michigan.gov/cge   

http://www.migrc.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/genomics
http://www.michigancancer.org/
http://www.michigan.gov/cge
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