Advisory Council on Mental Illness

Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2011
Members Present:  Steve Wiland, Sally Steiner, Brian Wellwood, Jane Reagan, Regina Allen, Dwane Hight, Jocelyn Vanda, Linda Burghardt, Shareen McBride-Wicklund, Mark Reinstein, Janet Irrer, Colleen Jasper, Tony Straseske, LaTrice McCants, Jasmine Boatwright, Kerin Scanlon, Ben Robinson, Dennis Hart, Arlene Naganashe, Adrienne McCain, Steve Batson, Elmer Cerano 
Members Absent:  Joel Berman, Jeff Patton, Malisa Pearson, Jamie Pennell
Others Present:  Karen Cashen, Jennifer Stentoumis, Karl Kovacs, Crystal Collier, Ken Stecker
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Brian Wellwood
Minutes:  Regina moved and Mark seconded approval of minutes from the November 13, 2010 meeting.  Minutes approved.
Appointment Letters:  Karen distributed ACMI appointment letters – she will mail letters to Jasmine Boatwright, LaTrice McCants and Stephen Batson.  She also explained the process that the appointment letters had to go through. Mike Head signed the letters per the New Director, Olga Dazzo.  Brian Wellwood is Chairperson, Duane Hight is Vice-Chairperson and Shareen McBride-Wicklund is Secretary.  Officers are one year appointments; council appointments are for two years.
Introductions:  Committee members and guests introduced themselves.

Department Updates:  Steve Wiland – Everyone is still waiting for the Governor’s budget to see what will happen with the vacant and frozen positions and overall operating budget.  Karen explained the retirements of Patty and Mark Keilhorn and that John Duvendeck is covering administrative issues and Bill Allen is covering programmatic issues currently. Karen also listed some other retirements in other sections as well.  

Jennifer gave update on Children’s Services – The Parent to Parent Support Training continues and the next cohort is in April and an evaluation of the project begins in March. MSU is doing an evaluation of wraparound statewide and preliminary data looks very good. PMTO and TFCBT training cohorts continue and both projects have evaluations going as well. The proposed changes to the Home-Based Services section of the Medicaid Manual have moved into internal review, which ends February 15.  A 30-day public comment period will follow soon after. 

Karl Kovacs – Updated the ACMI on Irene K’s status; she continues to work with CMS to get the B Waivers and C Waiver renewed.  There is a new Deputy Director who starts Feb. 14, Elizabeth Knisely, who will report to Irene.  She comes from Oakland County and Common Ground.  
The Integrated Health Care committee continues to work with Mike and Irene to move this forward with resources available.  Michigan also received a grant to participate in a project that is focused on Medical Homes which is being coordinated by MSA and Public Health (including Medicare, Medicaid and commercial payers giving incentives to primary care providers to provide enhanced coordination to patients.)

Public Sector Consultants has been retained to work on the Health Care Exchange issue in Michigan.  Ben Robinson asked if mental health is represented in his group Karl said he would check on that.

Brian Wellwood asked if other state employees could comment on how the retirements have impacted their departments.  
Jocelyn Vanda gave updates about Department of Human Services - 14% or 1,400 staff left as of December 31.  Currently, all positions are frozen unless 100% federally funded.  However, DHS is planning to hire 600 front line staff to meet the consent decree (because they were in danger of being in contempt of the decree).  They have been having job fairs at colleges around the state to hire new graduates for CPS and foster care jobs.  

The new organizational chart for DHS came out 2/10/11; Maura Corrigan is the new Director.  She is from the Michigan Supreme Court.  Dwayne Berger is the new Deputy Director.  Dudley Spade and Brian Rooney are also new in DHS administration.  The new director of Children’s Services is Steve Yeager who is coming to the job with many years of experience at all levels of DHS children’s services.  Maura Corrigan is also the lead for the People’s Group of the Governor’s “Super Cabinet.”

DHS is streamlining all training into a centralized process.  One hundred and seventy kids have been served in the SEDW pilot between DCH and DHS to expand access to mental health services to kids in foster care.  Also, students who qualified for food assistance (just a student with no kids) are no longer going to qualify.

Jane Reagan reported on the Department of Education - 60 people took early retirement, none in administration.  The state Superintendent is not appointed by the Governor and the two Deputy Superintendents are not either, so they are all staying the same.  John Austin is the new President of the State Board of Ed. Special Education staff also did not take that big of a hit.  Jane will send out an email to the ACMI regarding the public comment period on aligning Michigan’s Special Ed regulations with federal regulations.

Dennis Hart reported on Michigan Rehabilitation Services – The southeast Michigan region was hit pretty hard with retirements.  The Governor is talking about breaking up the state department where MRS resides to give some parts to a private company.  Not sure how match for federal funds for rehab programs will be impacted.  Also there is talk of combining MRS with the Commission for the Blind.

Tony Straseske reported on Department of Corrections - Dick McKeon is new Acting Director assigned by the Governor.  Deputy Directors are on extension but will retire.  Changes to MH services in corrections are in the works. Previously, DOC contracted with DCH for services to SMI and DD prisoners.  As of February 20, 2011, 350 staff in this MH services program will become DOC employees.  One hundred psychologists who are responsible for intake, first line responders, etc. who were DOC employees will be combined with the other staff that are becoming DOC employees to consolidate all those services.  They will lose 13-14 manager positions, but gain direct clinical services staff.  The sex offender program will be revised to a tiered system. The assaultive offender program will be utilizing Canada’s violence prevention program to match intensity of service to level of need and expand the population able to access MH services beyond severely and persistently mentally ill.  This is in response to criticisms of DOC with regard to access and continuum of care.  Tony was unsure about how the cuts to DOC in the FY12 budget will shake out.
Sally Steiner reported on the Office of Services to the Aging – Xix of 38 people retired; two positions will be replaced because they are federal requirements.  Olga Dazzo is Acting Director until a new Director is appointed.  Peggy Bray is Deputy Director and is handling day to day operations.
Janet Irrer reported on the Michigan State Housing Development Authority – MSHDA lost about 30 people to retirements.  The Campaign to End Homelessness continues and has permeated all of MSHDA’s work.  Federal stimulus money is starting to run out to support homelessness programs.  Continuum of Care groups locally decide how to define ‘homeless’; it depends on available shelters, etc.  Some focus is being given to homeless veterans.

A discussion began about the needs of returning veterans and the services or lack thereof for them.  Jocelyn reported that Carl Levin’s wife is leading the New Normal Initiative to assist families of deployed military service members and she is part of that group.

Addendum to FY2011 Block Grant Application:  Karen reported on the Addendum to the FY 11 Block Grant Application and a copy of the addendum was distributed.  Karen also commented on the issues that have arisen over rumors that the federal government plans to merge the MH and SA block grants.  There is opposition to this by both MH and SA organizations, but there has been no formal word on this.  Jocelyn asked if the Council could see any comments the tribes had on the Addendum, Karen indicated that the comments of the tribes on all federal responses is a new requirement so they had not received anything to her knowledge.

Recovery Council Update from Jan. 28, 2011 Meeting:  Colleen reported on the Recovery Council.  March 18th is the next council meeting.  She updated the ACMI on the purpose and make-up of the Recovery Council.  At the last meeting, the Recovery Council discussed budget issues; the shooting in Arizona and how other people with disabilities could respond to increase awareness.  They also discussed the role of the Recovery Center of Excellence and how it has been restructured to do more community based information collecting (www.mirecovery.org); a recovery policy is also in the works.  Colleen also chairs a committee on stigma within the MH system – they are working to expand recovery-oriented environments, creating an educational tool kit for the MH system to use to enhance ideas about consumers’ capabilities and resiliency.  Colleen and Steve are working on a trauma policy that will encompass all populations. Also, the winter MACMHB conference is February 16 & 17; it will focus on legislative issues, but there will be a trauma focused presentation at that conference as well.  Colleen is also now covering for Michael Jennings as the liaison to the Drop-In Centers.

The Consumer Conference is July 28 at the Kellogg Center.  The focus is on patriotism and veterans issues.  The UP Consumer Conference is May 17 in Marquette.  The Recovery Council is doing a web-based conference (set up for 1,000 connections) on peer support issues, questions and discussions on March 14 as well.

Dwane Hight reported on a collaborative project he is working on in conjunction with older adult programs to provide PATH training in the community.  He has also been doing some public speaking about mental illness and has reached some groups like high school students and transit workers – putting a human face on mental illness and demonstrating recovery is possible.  Dwane also commented on the issue of the use of seclusion and restraint and a discussion ensued.
Mark Reinstein indicated that the Governor’s 21 dashboard points do not address MH at all (www.michigan.gov/midashboard).
Sally Steiner reported the House and Senate have both consolidated their Children and Families Committee and Senior Issues Committee into one committee each covering all those populations.  Sally also presented information about the Creating Confident Caregivers project and provided a handout.  This is a group psycho-educational approach for caregivers of people with dementia (www.michigan.gov/miseniors).
ACMI Awareness:  The Walk a Mile in My Shoes Rally is May 11 at the Capitol.  Brian asked if anyone had any ideas about ACMI awareness for that event.  Colleen suggested a flyer, because we have no budget.  A discussion followed regarding ACMI promotion.  Membership is not open to everyone but perhaps if people had issues to bring forth to the ACMI to discuss they could be entertained.  The message needs to be clarified.  Perhaps just ACMI members attending the Walk a Mile in My Shoes would be helpful.  This topic was tabled until the June meeting.  

Presenter:  Ken Stecker from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Association in Michigan gave a presentation on the Michigan Medical Marihuana Law with a power point and handouts. For further information, his email is steckerk@michigan.gov .
Announcements: 
The Kalamazoo Mental Health breakfast is May 6th at the Radisson Plaza in Kalamazoo (9:30 -11:00 a.m.)

Regina brought some brochures on Social Security; all SS payments will be electronic as of May 2011.

Linda reported that the NAMI Annual Conference is May 13 & 14 in Detroit. Info will be on the NAMI website later this week.

Mark - MH Issues Orientation is March 23rd for legislators.
Shareen – Children’s MH Day Walk-A-Thon is statewide on May 3rd.
Ideas for Future Meetings:
1. Trauma and the impact of trauma 

2. Video presentations on the web 

3. State budget & how it impacts mental health 

4. Bullying 

5. Have the DCH Director come to a meeting 

6. Seclusion and restraint
7. Elder abuse/Vulnerable adults 

8. Sexting/Online predators
Meeting Adjourned:  Sally moved to adjourn; Regina seconded; the meeting was adjourned.
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