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CALIFORNIA FIRE VICTIMS CAN RECEIVE FREE FLU VACCINE

Approximately 14,000 Doses of Vaccine Donated; Clinic Times and Locations to be Announced

(SAN DIEGO, Oct 31, 2007) – Thanks to donations by an informal coalition of healthcare companies, the American Lung Association of California will schedule clinics where people affected by recent fires can receive a flu vaccine free of charge. About 14,000 doses have been offered to California’s fire-affected counties, and the Lung Association is working with the donors and county health departments to schedule clinics in mid-November.
The poor air quality due to Southern California's devastating wildfires brings into sharp focus the importance of respiratory health.  

"We know that excessive exposure to smoke lessens the body's disease fighting ability, making people more vulnerable to catching lung infections, such as the flu and pneumonia," says Timothy Morris, MD, a pulmonary specialist with University of California San Diego and volunteer with the American Lung Association of California. "Ash particles and other pollutants can lodge deep in people's lungs, and we want to make sure that those who have been exposed to smoke have the protection that the flu shot provides."

Donor companies include CSL Biotherapies, Global Pharmaceutical Sourcing (gpsmedical.net), Sanofi Pasteur, Merck, and Passport Health. The California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHSA) is working with health department staff in affected Counties to identify clinic locations and times. More specific information about flu clinics will be posted on the American Lung Association’s Flu Clinic Locator at www.CaliforniaLung.org. 

In San Diego, the Community Health Improvement Partners (CHIP) Immunize San Diego Coalition and Passport Health have partnered with the Lung Association to stage and publicize the clinics. San Diego residents can learn about clinics by calling CHIP’s Flu Warm Line (toll free) at 1-877-FLU-0202 or online at www.sdCHIP.org.
"Thanks to Passport Health, CSL, and the host of health providing companies for offering this wonderful idea to reduce the stress of our region. People at risk for flu now more than ever should receive vaccine," said Jim Wilgus, president and CEO of the American Lung Association of California. 
Risk groups for flu include people with chronic lung conditions such as asthma, emphysema and chronic bronchitis, those with other medical conditions such as heart disease, cancer, diabetes, kidney disease, HIV/AIDS and other immune disorders, caregivers of people with health conditions, those age 50 and over, children aged 6 months to 5 years, and women who will be pregnant during flu season. In California, November is a good month to get the flu vaccine. Influenza infection rates normally peak in January and February.
The American Lung Association of California is working statewide to prevent lung disease and promote lung health through education, community service, advocacy and research. Lung disease is the third leading cause of death in America. Learn more at www.CaliforniaLung.org. 
By calling 800.LUNG.USA, people may automatically reach their nearest American Lung Association office, or, by pressing “2,” may automatically connect with the Association’s free Helpline, staffed by nurses and respiratory therapists, to answer any lung health question.
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