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 New Resources From the American Academy of Pediatrics Sec on on  

Oral Health  

Check out these 2 new resources from the AAP Sec on on Oral Health:  
Key Elements to Incorporate Oral Health into the Pediatric Electronic Health  

Record :  
h p://www2aap.org/oralhealth/docs/EMRTemplate.pdf 

New Power Point Presenta on based on the popular AAP Pediatric Guide to Oral Health Flip 
Chart and Reference Guide:    

h p://www2.aap.org/oralhealth/PediatricGuides.html 

Many Kids on Medi-
caid Don't See Dentist  
US News & World Report – 
June 7, 2012.  Approximate-
ly one-third of US children 
on Medicaid receive dental 
care in a single year, and 
how often these kids see a 
dentist depends on where 
they live, a new study finds. 
 
(Pediatrics-10.1542/peds.2011-
2800).   
 

New Medicaid Bulletin:  (MSA 12-16)   Smiles for Life Train-
ing for medical professionals in oral health.  
 
Effective July 1, 2012, the Michigan Department of Community 
Health (MDCH) “Infant and Children Oral Health for Medical 
Professionals” online training will be replaced with “Smiles for 
Life: A National Oral Health Curriculum” at 
www.smilesforlifeoralhealth.org 
 
Smiles for Life is endorsed by the American Academy of Pediat-
rics (AAP).  Physicians and nurse practitioners who complete 
specified certification requirements are allowed to bill Medicaid 
for fluoride varnish applications provided to children ages 0-35 
months up to four times in a 12 month period, as described in the 
Medicaid Provider Manual, Practitioner Chapter, Section 3. 
 
For more information contact Susan Deming 
demings@michigan.gov  

mailto:demings@michigan.gov�


Dollars and Dentists Film  

The FRONTLINE film “Dollars and Dentists” aired on PBS on 
June 26, 2012. An investigation by FRONTLINE and the Center 
for Public Integrity revealed the consequences of a broken safe-
ty net—poor children, entitled by law to dental care, often cannot 
find a dentist willing to see them.  

Other kids receive excessive care billed to Medicaid or major 
surgery for preventable tooth infections.  

Although millions of Americans use emergency rooms for dental 
care, corporate dental chains are filling the gaps in care, in some 
cases allegedly overcharging patients or loading them with high-
priced credit card debt.  

In this video, correspondent Miles O’Brien investigates the flaws 
in our dental system and emerging proposals to fix them. 

The show as well as additional interviews can be viewed at 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/dollars-and-dentists/  

(American Academy of Pediatrics Oral Health E-Newsletter June 
2012) 

Obesity Contributes To Poor Oral Health 
                   July 6, 2011   Medical News Today 
 
Poor oral health has joined the list of knock-on 
effects of obesity, a recent study has concluded.  
 
The study1 revealed the deeper the periodontal 
pockets, the higher the proportion of subjects with 
a Body Mass Index (BMI) of 30 or over, a figure 
according to the World Health Organization is 
generally considered as obese. 
The deeper the pocket, the greater the risk. Dur-
ing the inaugural National Childhood Obesity 
Week, Chief Executive of the British Dental 
Health Foundation, Dr Nigel Carter, expressed his 
concern at the findings and encouraged doctors 
to take a greater role in tackling poor oral health. 
 
1Saxlin, T., Ylöstalo, P., Suominen-Taipale, L., Männistö, S. and Knuuttila, 
M. (2011), Association between periodontal infection and obesity: results of 
the Health 2000 Survey. Journal of Clinical Periodontology, 38: 236-242. 
doi: 10.1111/j.   

Common Risk Factors for 
Childhood Obesity and Den-
tal Disease: 
 
 Lack of Breastfeeding 
 Lack of Access to Healthy 

Foods 
 Sugar-Sweetened Beverages 
 Low Income 
 
http://www.childrennow.org/
uploads/documents/
oral_health_brief_022011.pdf 
 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/dollars-and-dentists/�


Contact Information 
www.michigan.gov/oralhealth 

oralhealth@michigan.gov 
 

 

 

April 26, 2012 Atlanta—Oropharyngeal 

cancer is the second most diagnosed of cancers 

associated with the human papilloma virus, accord-

ing to a new report from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 

New research,(http://www.nlm.nih.gov/
medlineplus/news/fullstory_126383.html)  pub-
lished in the Archives of Otolaryngology --  
 
Head & Neck Surgery, suggests that persistent 
gum disease, along with the human papilloma-
virus (HPV) might work together to raise the 
odds for head and neck cancer.  Researchers 
found that 40 percent of the 124 tumor sam-
ples taken from individuals with head and neck 
squamous cell carcinomas were positive for 
HPV.  
 
Further, patients with HPV-positive tumors 
were also much more likely to have a history of 
gum disease than those with HPV-negative tu-
mors.  Identification of gum disease may help 
doctors recognize patients at high risk for HPV 
infection in the mouth. 
Vaccination is a simple and effective way to 
protect against HPV and is routinely recom-
mended for adolescent boys and girls at 11-12 
years of age.    HPV Vaccine Coverage in 
Michigan can be found in the Adolescent Im-
munization Toolkit at www.michigan.gov/
teenvaccines.  
     (Courtesy of  Courtnay Londo, MDCH) 

Prevention is the key!! 
 Early Dental Visits 
 Fluoride 

Does More Dental Plaque 
Mean Higher Chances of 
Dying From Cancer?  

MSN Health & Fitness – June 
12,2012. The plaque lurking on 
your gums and teeth may in-
crease your chances of dying 
from cancer, new research1 
suggests. The findings show 
only an association between 
plaque and a raised risk of ear-
ly cancer death and not a 
cause-and-effect relationship. 
According to the study, people 
with high amounts of dental 
plaque were 79% more likely to 
die prematurely; however, the 
absolute risk of any person with 
dental plaque dying early of 
cancer was low.   1BMJ Open-

2012;2:e001083 doi:10.1136/
bmjopen-2012-001083 

Watch for our next  
Oral Health Newsletter 
coming in November! 

Oral Cancer   

• VIDEO: Oral Cancer Foundation public service announce-
ment features actor Michael Douglas 
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