
 

Breast Cancer in Michigan 

Breast Cancer Screening 

Breast cancer risk increases with age and studies have shown that older women tend to be diagnosed with 

breast cancer more than younger women.  But, when it comes to when to start and how often to screen, 

many experts say there is no one answer that suits all women, and national organizations have different 

recommendations.  Women over the age of 40 need to discuss screening with their health provider. Include 

questions about personal and family history.  This will help providers assess the risk for developing breast 

cancer and to make screening recommendations based on the woman’s individual risk.  
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Know someone who needs help getting screened for breast cancer or navigating the system? 
 

For women who cannot afford a mammogram, or need assistance in scheduling a mammogram, the Breast 

and Cervical Cancer Control Navigation Program (BCCCNP) may be able to help.  The BCCCNP provides free 

breast and cervical cancer screening to low-income uninsured women between the ages of 40 and 64 and 

also assists insured women in scheduling mammograms if needed.  For more information about the 

BCCCNP, please call  toll free 844-446-8727 or visit www.michigancancer.org/bcccp. 

 Among Michigan women, breast cancer is the most common newly diagnosed cancer 1  

 In 2012, 7,597 Michigan women were diagnosed with breast cancer 2 

 It is estimated that there will be 8,150 new cases of breast cancer  in Michigan women in 2016 1 

 Breast cancer is the second-leading cause of cancer deaths in Michigan women 1 

 In 2013, 1,384 Michigan women died from breast cancer2 

 It is estimated that 1,410 women in Michigan will die from breast cancer in 2016 1 

What puts women at higher than 

average risk?3:  

 Increasing age 

 Personal history of breast cancer 

 Family history of breast cancer 

 Specific genetic mutations 

 Dense breast tissue 

 Never giving birth or having first 

pregnancy after age 30 

 Starting menstruation at a young age 



 
 
The number of breast cancer 

deaths and new diagnoses of 

breast cancer in Michigan have 

declined overall, but there are 

important differences by race.  

New diagnosis  is about the 

same between Black and White 

women in Michigan, but 

mortality is higher for Black 

women.  

Deaths from Breast Cancer have 

declined in Michigan from 32.9 

deaths per 100,000 Michigan 

women in 1995 to 22.1 deaths 

per 100,000 Michigan women in 

2012. 2 
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Most breast cancers in Michigan 

are diagnosed at the localized 

stage.4 

 

Early detection of breast cancer 

increases the effectiveness of 

available treatments.3  
 

The percent of cancers diagnosed 

at a distant stage has gone down 

from 6.8% to 4.6% since 1985. The 

percent of cancers diagnosed at a 

regional stage has fallen from 

29.9% in 1985 to 22.2% in 2012.4  
 

Five year survival from year of 

diagnosis is estimated to be 89% in 

the United States.1 

Can men get breast cancer? 
YES! 

Male breast cancer accounted for about 1% of new cases of invasive breast cancer from 2008 through 2012. 
About 1% of the overall breast cancer mortality for the same period can be attributed to male cases.2 

Family history and genetic mutations are both important risk factors for male breast cancer.5  


