
Cost: $20 Commitment Fee - This project is           
approximately 97% funded by the U.S.     
Department of Health and Human Services, 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and  
Response (ASPR) Hospital Preparedness 
Program (Award U3REP070026-01-01) and              
approximately 3% funded by attendees to 
offset the cost of food. 

 
 

This conference will award                       
continuing education credits for:  

-Social Workers (6 Clock Hours Approved) 
-Physicians (7.25 CME Approved)   

-State Board CEUs for Teachers—(0.7  
CEUs Approved)-Provided by Wayne State 
University) 

-Nursing Home Administrators—(7.0 CEUs 
Approved) 

-Pharmacists (7.25 Approved) 
-Addiction Professionals (7.5 Hours Approved) 

-EMS (Approved-Amount and type pending)  
-Nurses 7.0 (Pending approval) 
-Pharmacy Technicians (Pending approval) 
 

Conference Speakers: Conference Speakers: Conference Speakers:    

For More Information: 
Contact: Lindsey Shull 
Training Coordinator 

MI Department of Community Health 
Office of Public Health Preparedness 

Phone: 517-335-8150 
E-mail: shullL@michigan.gov 

 
Michigan Department of  

Community Health - 
Office of Public  

Health Preparedness  

3rd Annual  
Behavioral Health Conference  

 
Thursday, June 12, 2008  

8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Lansing Center 

333 E. Michgan Avenue 
Lansing, MI  48933 

 
 
 
Public Health Consortium For Continuing Medical Education Accreditation Statement—This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and 
policies of the Michigan State Medical Society Committee on CME Accreditation through the joint sponsorship of the Public Health Consortium and Michigan Department of Community 
Health, Office of Public Health Preparedness. The Public Health Consortium is accredited by the Michigan State Medical Society Committee on CME Accreditation to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.  
 
Designation Statement—The Public Health Consortium designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7.25 AMA PRA Category I creditsTM. Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.   

Dr. Leonard Bull is the founder and Associate Director of the Northeast Dairy Foods Research 
Center. He is a member of 5 honor societies and has received multiple awards for his years of 
service including the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Postdoctoral Fellow 
Award and the Distinguished Nutritionist Award from the Distillers Feed Research Council.    
Dr. Bull is Chair of the State Animal Response Team. 

                      Keynote Speaker:    
 Peter Volkmann, LMSW  holds a BS in Criminal Justice and a Masters of Social Work. 
Peter is a representative to the United Nations for the International Critical Incident Stress 
Foundation (ICISF). Because of his vast experience in the different rescue fields and the 
social work profession, Peter is utilized as a crisis interventionist and trainer for rescue 
departments, government municipalities, schools, and corporate organizations around the 
U.S. who have experienced traumatic events. Peter has been featured as an expert on 
stress for Dateline (NBC), Discovery Channel, MSNBC, and Law Enforcement Television 
Network (LETN). Peter is a retired police officer and emergency medical technician with 
the New York Police Department and maintains a private practice in New York. 

Christine Dunning, Ph.D. is a Professor and Coordinator of both the Trauma Counseling and 
Corporate Counseling Programs. A former Board Member and Vice-President of the Interna-
tional Society for the Study of Traumatic Stress, Dr. Dunning has published widely in debriefing 
subsequent to traumatic incidents since 1978. She introduced debriefing in her seminal article, 
"Disaster-Induced Trauma in Rescue Workers".  

Dr. Merritt Schreiber was the Program Manager of the Terrorism/Disaster Branch of the 
UCLA/National Center for Child Traumatic Stress at UCLA. He coordinated the NCCTS/TDB 
Rapid Response Support Team of National Child Traumatic Stress Network for disasters,    
terrorism, and mass casualty events impacting children and families. Dr. Schreiber is the     
recipient of Presidential citation from the APA for his work with victim's families after 9/11. 

Brad Deacon is the Emergency Management and Administrative Law Coordinator for the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture (DOA) and a member of the Michigan SART team. After 
graduating from Michigan State University (MSU), Brad spent a year studying in Germany on a 
Fulbright grant. Upon return, Brad worked on the family farm until 1995 when he accepted a 
position in the Office of the Governor. Brad graduated from MSU's school of law in 2004.  

Donald Bloom is a Paramedic, EMT, Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support Instructor, a Licensed 
Funeral Director, and Certified Disaster Coordinator. Don has been with the Disaster Mortuary 
Operational  Response Team (DMORT), since its inception.  Don has participated in a number 
of deployments including the Michigan Delta Crash in 1997; Hurricane Floyd in 1999;  United 
Flight 93 Crash in Pennsylvania and World Trade Center Tragedy in 2001. 

Susan Johnston has practiced CISM for twelve years in both hospital, emergency service and 
industry settings. She is a licensed clinical social worker, a Level II EMDR trained therapist and 
a psychotherapist in private practice with a specialty in psycho-traumatology and stress     
management. She has been practicing for 22 years. Sue is the Executive Director of The Metro 
CISM Team in Minneapolis, MN. 



• Behavioral health professionals 
(Psychologist, Social Workers, etc.) 

• Health Department professionals 
• School administrators and faculty 
• Faith based professionals 
• Physicians, Nurses and Pharmacists 
• First responders 
• Nursing home administrators 
• Any other groups or disaster response    

volunteers interested in assisting      
Michigan communities and at-risk indi-
viduals prepare for acts of terrorism,   
severe weather, power outages, natural 
disasters, public health emergencies, etc. 

 
 
 
 
For Hotel Reservations:  Reserve a room by 
contacting The Radisson Hotel directly at   
(517) 483-7400.  State you are attending this 
conference and use coupon code: OPHP.  The 
rate is $65.00 + tax per night if booked by 
5/12/08.  These discounted rooms are available 
on a first come-first serve basis. 
 
Meals:  A continental breakfast, full lunch and 
snacks are provided.   
 
Questions, comments or complaints should be 
directed to the Office of Public Health                
Preparedness at (517) 335-8150. 
 

 
Conference Goal:  

To provide an annual forum that promotes 
an intellectual exchange among Michigan’s  
behavioral health professionals, local health 
departments and other community profes-
sionals involved in improving public health 
preparedness, mitigation, response and  
recovery to disaster. 

 
 

Objectives:  By the end of the conference, participants should be able to: 
• Describe emergency public health as a sub-division within public health. 

• Contrast the historical role of the human service worker to the needs of today in disaster preparedness 
and response. 

• Define the unique needs of at-risk populations in disaster events.   

• Identify safety and awareness strategies and state implementation approach. 

• List the roles of animals assisting in disaster recovery efforts and as victims.  

• Discuss the necessity of a behavioral health workforce trained in the principles of emergency manage-
ment and response and the importance of how and when delivery of services is appropriate and most 
effective. 

• State at least five potential threats unique to behavioral health consumers in an emergency situation.  

• List at least three (3) local agencies that can partner for an effective and efficient public health       
emergency response plan. 
 

Workshops: 

Psychological First Aid 
Dr. Christine Dunning discusses the importance of effective debriefing techniques following a tragedy 
or disaster  in the home, workplace, community or nation. 
 

Mass Fatality Family Assistance Centers 
Mr. Don Bloom examines the critical role of a Family Assistance Center after a mass fatality event and 
how to  integrate it into a portable mortuary. 
 

State Animal Response Teams (SART) 
Dr. Leonard Bull and Mr. Brad Deacon outline the components of animal response to recovery efforts, 
both as  rescuer and victim, and discuss Michigan’s animal response plans. 
 

Rule of T’s 
Peter Volkmann defines the Rule of T’s in disaster: response strategic planning and assessment skill 
of crisis   response teams: Threats-Targets-Themes-Timing-Types-Team resources. 
 

Comparative Lessons Learned in the Minnesota Bridge Collapse vs. the 9/11 Attacks 
Ms. Susan Johnston discusses her experiences at both of these catastrophic events and contrasts 
mental health lessons learned from them when responding to victims. 
 

Children as/of Victims of Disaster 
Dr. Merritt Schreiber outlines common reactions of children to disaster both as 
victim and as being the child of a victim or first responder. 
 

Regional Breakouts 
Michigan Regional Bioterrorism Coordinators discuss preparedness initiatives 
currently underway surrounding hospital preparedness within their response 
areas and statewide. 

Registration Now Available 
Deadline: Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

 
Conference Goals and Topics 

 
Who Should Attend? 

 
 
 
 
 
To Create an Account on MI-TRAIN: 
− Enter http://mi.train.org into your internet 

browser and click the “Create Account” button 
on the left center of the screen. 

− Read the TRAIN policy, check the “I agree”
 checkbox, then click “Next.” 
− Fill out all requested information.   

− Click “Continue” to finish registering as a  
MI-TRAIN user. 

 
To Register for This Conference: 
 

1. Registered MI-TRAIN users can logon to 
http://mi.train.org. 

2. Enter your Login Name and Password.      
3. Search for Course Number 1010420 or scroll 

down to: “Tools of the Trade” For Human    
Service Workers Emergency and Response 
Planning on the Announcement page.   

4. Select “Click Here to Register.”        
5. Click the “Registration” tab and follow        

instructions.   

6. Select which workshops you wish to attend, 
click next at the bottom of the page..  

7. Complete requested information, click next.  
8. Be sure you have completed your registration 

by selecting “Complete Registration” button. 
You will receive an email confirmation with       
instructions regarding where to send the non-
refundable $20 conference fee.    

ADA accommodations and vegetarian meals 
can be requested during the registration process 
on MI-TRAIN.                 

 Photo: Sophie Collin 
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