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This is the fourteenth in a series of communications with individuals and organizations who are interested in Michigan’s response to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) that was issued by HHS on June 10, 2010. For information about the requirements of this program, please go to http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/UpdateOffer?id=19148 where you can view and download the FOA referenced above.

On February 8, 2011 the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Administration for Children and Families (ACF) issued the Supplemental Information Request (SIR) for the Submission of the Updated State Plan for a State Home Visiting Program (Home Visiting Updated State Plan – OMB Control No. 0915-0336). To access the SIR directly (in PDF format), please go to www.hrsa.gov/grants/manage/homevisiting/sir02082011.pdf .
On August 25, 2011 Michigan received its Notice of Grant Award Letter, which indicated approval of our Updated State Plan. That notice of award initiated the release of our remaining $2,133,673 in formula funds for the Federal FY2010. The grant period will run from July 15, 2010 until September 30, 2012. While we identified six counties for expansion using the FY2010 funding, it was our hope that additional funding opportunities would allow us to be able to expand home visiting in additional communities, and to address additional target populations and needs.  In recognition of this ongoing need, the State submitted an application for a FY2011 Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Competitive grant application (http://www.hrsa.gov/about/news/pressreleases/110601homevisiting.html).  
The Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) for FY2011 Competitive funding was released on June 1, 2011 and due July 1, 2011.  Based on review of the FOA by the Home Visiting Workgroup (HVWG), the state applied for a Development Grant, addressing Priorities 1,2,3,4,5 and 8 that are listed in the FOA.  By leveraging newly appropriated state funding and Medicaid match opportunities, the state proposed to combine those resources with grant funding to expand or establish Nurse Family Partnership programs in several communities with high rates of infant mortality (a critical indicator on the Governor’s MIDashboard and a key issue for improving maternal and child health in Michigan).  The state also proposed to pilot a coordinated system for outreach, intake, referral and follow-up for home visiting in three communities, as a means of improving the effectiveness of home visiting efforts in those communities.  

On September 22, 2011 Michigan received its Notice of Grant Award Letter, which indicated approval of our application for the Competitive Development Grant funds for which we had applied. That notice of award initiated the release of our $2,595,614 in competitive funds for the Federal FY2011, with an additional $2,800,191 in competitive funds to be released in the Federal FY2012, for a total of $5,395,805. The grant period will run from October 1, 2011 until September 30, 2013.

While the FY2011 Competitive grant application was being written, HRSA released the FOA for FY2011 Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Formula grant funds on June 21, 2011. (http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=JjsvTQVMfZpJbzTLF4w6nPp7177VJp6MYnpGL61pTXDDl7HVWQlz!1166104791?oppId=100594&mode=VIEW).  The State developed the proposal for this funding, and submitted it on July 21, 2011.  Based on the uncertainty regarding whether or not we would receive the competitive funding that had been applied for concurrently; the HVWG determined that the best plan of action was to  partially duplicate some of the Competitive Grant activities, to ensure that the most important activities happen, regardless of funding source. Thus, not only was it proposed to continue funding the six counties originally identified for expansion, it was proposed that Nurse Family Partnership programs in two communities would be maintained or expanded and the funds would also be used for the piloting of a coordinated system for outreach, intake, referral and follow-up. Given Michigan’s award of the Competitive Grant funds, HRSA will allow us to change the FY2011 plan and other activities will be substituted for these.
 On September 22, 2011 Michigan received its Notice of Grant Award Letter, which indicated approval of our application for the Federal FY2011 formula funding. That notice of award initiated the release of our $3,013,935 in formula funds. The grant period will run from October 1, 2011 until September 30, 2013.
We will share additional information about how we plan to move forward with the implementation of our formula funding and competitive funding strategies in the near future.  You can find copies of our Updated State Plan, Competitive Grant Application and FY2011 Formula Grant Application, which outline all of the proposed activities, on the websites listed below. 

Ongoing communications in this series of updates about the Home Visiting Program in Michigan will be distributed to interested stakeholders and posted on the following web sites:

Maternal Infant Health Program web site at www.michigan.gov/mihp
ECIC web site at www.greatstartforkids.org
Contact:

HomeVisitingProject@michigan.gov
