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Book discussion questions at Stone High School, YAC Winter 2008

Story:  Sticks and Stones and Words and Bones

(Read Excerpt p. 4-6 “Nigger.  My dad says that you’re a nigger…It wasn’t just any old body either.  It was my friend.  That really hurt.”)
What did it feel like to hear a young girl say these words, a girl who didn’t really know what they meant?  To hear her sing-song the word like it was not a big deal?

What do you think of the response of the African American girl that she called this?  What would you have done if your friend said this to you?
It seems that at some point in childhood, kids start to notice differences in race.  They can be quite mean, whether they do it intentionally or not.  At the beginning of the story the girls played like sisters.  By the end there was a divide between them and it says their friendship was over.  This story is from 1948.  

Do you think this would happen today?

Do you think the same fear and aggression would exist between the families today?  What might be the same?  What might be different?
The African American girl said that her dad said to never let someone call you Nigger, yet he sometimes called her “little Nigger” as a mean pet name.  How is it different if an African American person calls another African American person Nigger versus someone of another race calling them that?  Do you think it is okay for people to call each other Nigger?

Story:  My First Friend

The narrator in the story said that Big Mama lost her spirit when White people came around (read excerpt p. 11-12 “I never could understand how quiet and humble…they must be people to be feared.”  This was probably the 1960s.  What do you think about that?

When Big Mama introduced the narrator to the White neighbor girl to play, she said “Here’s one of my grandchildren.  Take her.”  Do you think it meant anything that she didn’t use her name?  Or that she said “take her?”   
What do you think about the Big Mama calling the little White neighbor girl “Miss Linda?”

Big Mama made the narrator take another bath, change her clothes and do her hair in painful styles to straighten it before she could play with the White neighbor girl “Miss Linda.”  Why did she do this?  

Big Mama permanently scared and injured her granddaughter’s head to the point that she had to wear a wig at the age of twelve.  (Excerpt p. 17:  “Summer passed and Linda and I were still playing together…You don’t have enough hair to do anything with, so I bought you a wig to wear.”)  She also gave her bleaching cream for her skin.  What do you think the grandma was thinking and feeling when she saw the pain she was inflicting on this child?  Do you think this happens today?
At the end of the story the narrator, Marion, sees Linda when they are voting as adults.  When she got in the voting booth, she wept (p. 20).  

What was happening to her?  How did she feel about Linda, her first playmate? 

Did she hold Linda responsible for her experience?
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