Emergency Care In Michigan:

Getting the Right Patient to the Right Place at the

Right Time

What's the problem?

While today's emergency care system offers significantly more medical capability than was available
in years past, it continues to suffer from severe fragmentation, an absence of system-wide coordina-
tion, and a lack of accountability. This was reflected in the release of the American College of
Emergency Physicians (ACEP) National Report Card of the State of Emergency Medicine that gave
Michigan an overall D+ for the emergency care environment. These shortcomings have diminished the
care provided to those patients who need timely treatment for trauma, stroke, and heart attacks of-
ten resulting in worsened healthcare outcomes and higher healthcare costs.

What's the answer?

The good news? An infrastructure for regionalization has been devel-
oped but lacks funding for implementation. Funding the regional ap-
proach to emergency care would fully connect and coordinate emergency
patient care ensuring that each patient would receive the most appropri-
ate care, at the right location, with the minimum delay. Regionalization
of emergency care will improve patient outcomes and decrease overall
medical costs. A minimum of $3 million per year would be needed to
fund the infrastructure. Sources of funding are being identified.

Regionalized Approach to
Emergency Care

Why is regionalization of emergency care needed?....

® Anaverage of 112 people die each day in Motor Vehicle Accident (MVA) -one every 13
minutes. MVA's are the second most prevalent cause of death for women during pregnancy
and one year after.

About every 40 seconds someone has a stroke AND every 3 minutes someone will die of a
stroke.

About every 25 seconds someone will have a coronary event AND every minute someone will
die of a coronary event.

The average response to emergencies in rural Michigan is 94.8 minutes. 56% of traffic fa-
talities occurred in rural areas.

All emergencies are time dependant but patients with trauma, heart attack, stroke or
perinatal emergencies are especially impacted by timely and appropriate emergency response.




Millions of brain
cells die each
minute a stroke is
untreated. In
one minute 1.9
million brain cells
die.

In 2006 there
were an esti-
mated 200,000
stroke survivors.
A 10% reduction
in strokes could
reduce Medicaid
costs by $29.8
million in Michi-
gan. Much of
these costs are
related to lon

Michigan without regionalization of

emergency care

Between 2001-2005, there
was an average of 5,364
trauma related deaths per
year in Michigan.

Between 2001-2005, there
was an average of 1,284 mo-
tor vehicle deaths per year
in Michigan.

Between 2001-2005, there
was an average of 159,151
Kears of productive life lost
ased on the age of 75 in
Michigan. That means
23,873 years of productive
life lost could have been
saved due to injury/trauma.

Reduction of trauma

deaths...
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Reduction of motor vehicle

deaths...
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Reduction of injury

deaths...
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States with regionalization of

emergency care

Nationally, states with
trauma system emergency
care have approximately a
15-30% reduction in the
risk of death for severely
injured patients than those
without.

Nationally, states with
trauma systems have a 9%
reduction in motor vehicle
deaths.

Nationally, states with
trauma systems have a de-
crease in the number of

ears of productive life
ost.

ferm care an
disabili‘ry.

“A young mother of two recognized the signs of a stroke and had her husband
call 9-1-1. Our stroke team was activated and we were ready to take care of
her as soon as she arrived. Because of the early notification, transport and
treatment, she had a complete recovery. She got here in time! Stroke is a
medical emergency and time lost is brain lost.” Phillip A. Scott, MD, Depart-
ment of Emergency Medicine, University of Michigan.

What are the risks of not_having

regionalized emergency care?....

Lack of organized and timely care o the trauma, stroke,

heart attack and perinatal patient delays diagnosis and
treatment leading to increased chance of mortality, dis-
ability and increased health care costs.

Michigan continues as one of the last states in the nation to address

the emergency needs of its residents with a formalized, funded,
highly functional trauma system.

Supported by the American Heart Association, American Stroke Association, Michigan Trauma Coalition and
the Perinatal Care Group
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