Education Work Group Minutes

February 16, 2010
Attendance:
Mark McWilliams, Teresa Squires, Laura Robertson, Yasmina Bouraoui, Glenn Ashley 
Phone:
Julia Hernandez, Tasiana and Darlene Walker, Stephen Nyhus, Barbara Leroy, Cheryl Mattson
Approval of the Agenda- The agenda was approved.

Approval of the Minutes- The minutes were approved 

1. Seclusion and Restraint

a. The federal legislation has been approved by the House Education Committee and has been forwarded to the House floor for approval.

2. PSE Initiatives
a. Barb LeRoy and Liz Bauer did meet with Brandy Johnson-Faith about the Michigan College Access Network which is helping with planning and access networks to communities.  They just completed a funding cycle but there will be more opportunities in the future.  Their project is becoming a non-profit and at that point would be willing to speak to us again.  

b. The current grantees are listed on the web at http://michigan.gov/gov/0,1607,7-168--231656--,00.html
c. The project has agreed to post disability networks on their portal, including MDRC, DDI, and the DD Council.
3. Youth Focus Groups
4. The DD Council, as part of their Planning process, has decided to hold a few youth focus groups to identify the issues most pressing to youths with developmental disabilities.  There had been a request to focus on youth aged 14-35.  After much discussion, the work group decided to recommend that the council hold focus groups focusing on two age ranges:  

· Youth 14-17 

· Young adults aged 18-26

b. Several considerations were asked to be incorporated into the activity: 
· No parents or guardians would be allowed in the focus groups – youth only

· Skilled youthful facilitation must be available

· Locations should include at least a site in the U.P., Central Michigan, and Southeast Michigan

· The youth need to feel their voices are valued

· Questions will need to be prepared in several ways to get at what is being sought

c. A suggestion was made to consider including adjudicated youth with developmental disabilities – Bill Lovell @ MRS, Maxwell Training School, and/or the Juvenile Justice System at DHS are possible contacts.
d. Barb Leroy shared that Michael Bray from DDI is holding some focus groups on PSE with sophomores from around the state: 10 high school students are receiving a stipend to participate, with a total of 75-100 participants expected.  DDI is willing to share those results with DDC and the workgroup.

e. Persons interested in helping with this effort included Barbara Leroy, Theresa Squires, Tasiona Walker, Laura Robertson, Glenn Ashley, Sherry Lynn Denton, and Ashley Eicher.  Other ‘experts’ include Stacy Milborn from N. Carolina, did a statewide visioning project with youth with disabilities; Naomi from KASA; the Detroit Roundtable

5. MAASE Report
a. Mark has a hard copy of the report.  Yasmina will scan it and get it out to the group.
6. Education Funding ideas
a. The workgroup discussed areas of interest for the period of 2011 and beyond.   

· One area of interest was demonstrating the potential and success of universal inclusive preschool.  MAASE had conducted a report on the barriers to this initiative, especially because of discordant funding stream regulations.  There are issues blending private and public funding with tuition based preschools.  The workgroup will request a copy of this report.  There has been some success in requiring Headstart to include 10% inclusion of kids with disabilities.
· The state has a technical assistance grant for inclusion entitled “Expanding Opportunity”.  Noel Cole is the contact. She works in Early Childhood at MDE.  She will be invited to speak at an upcoming Education workgroup meeting to inform the group about grants/projects which may expand inclusion opportunities for students with disabilities. 
· Race to the Top was also discussed.  Michigan has applied, and in order to do so had to make some changes:  increase the dropout rate to 18; make some Charter School Law changes;  and allow state reform officers to take over schools.

· Finally, the topic of the impact of Universal Education was a topic of interest to measure.  Florida’s RFP for inclusion was discussed as one model.

7. Kids Count data
a. Mark reported on this and on the fact that the drop out rates are going down.
The next meeting is Tuesday February 16 at 3:30 PM.
