*** ATTN:  ASSIGNMENT EDITORS /HEALTH REPORTERS ***

~National Influenza Vaccination Week is Nov 25th through Dec 1st~
WHY YOUR CHILDREN SHOULD BE 

VACCINATED AGAINST THE FLU

Every Child By Two (ECBT), a Non-Profit Organization, 

Explains the Dangers of Influenza in Children

VIDEO FEEDS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, from 2:00 – 2:15 PM ET

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), each year in the U.S., between 5 and 20 percent of the population is infected with influenza (flu), causing more than 200,000 hospitalizations and approximately 36,000 deaths. Although the public is informed that they should receive a flu shot every year, immunization rates remain dismally low for flu vaccine.  The latest CDC statistics reveal that less than 30% of children aged 6—23 months and less than 20% of children aged 24—59 months were fully vaccinated against influenza during the 2005-2006 influenza season. Many people don't realize that it is especially important to immunize children 6 months to 5 years of age, and all children older than 6 months at high-risk of flu complications. 


Recent studies show that influenza in young children can lead to complications including pneumonia, severe dehydration and worsening of long-term medical problems, such as heart disease, sinus problems and ear infections. Children with asthma are especially at risk.  With their restricted airways and weakened lungs, asthmatics can suffer complications, such as pneumonia --and even death -- as a result of having the flu.  Amy Pisani is Executive Director of Every Child By Two, an organization that seeks to raise awareness about the dangers of vaccine preventable diseases, including influenza. Her baby, Antonio developed influenza, which quickly became very serious, requiring several days of hospitalization and follow-up treatments.  More than 100 children each year do not survive influenza’s complications.  Amy’s message is detailed in this package.  

The CDC recommends that all children 6 months to 5 years of age receive annual vaccinations against influenza and children between 6 months to 8 years of age must receive 2 doses of influenza vaccine if they have not been vaccinated previously.  In addition, since flu vaccine is not approved for children under 6 months of age, it is important that household contacts and out-of-home caregivers be vaccinated to protect these infants.

Every Child By Two (ECBT) seeks to raise awareness about the dangers of influenza and the importance for all parents to have their children vaccinated beginning at six months of age.  For more information about flu vaccinations or vaccination centers, visit www.ecbt.org.  It's important to note that most influenza occurs in February, so you should still get the flu vaccine in December and January!

Disclosure Information:  This video package is provided by ECBT, a non-profit organization founded by former First Lady Rosalynn Carter and former Arkansas First Lady Betty Bumpers. ECBT strives to raise awareness of the critical need for timely immunization and to ensure the immunization of all of America's children by the age of two.
WHAT YOU’LL GET:   

FOOTAGE: Amy Pisani’s son getting influenza shot, Amy Pisani professional footage and parent/child footage, footage from CDC, generic child vaccination b-roll.
SOUNDBITES: Amy Pisani, MS, Executive Director of Every Child By Two,  Anne Schuchat, MD, Assistant Surgeon General and Director, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, CDC
VIA SATELLITE, C-BAND FEED:

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 

2:00 – 2:15 AM ET 
GA 25, Tr. 23, DL 4160V 

Technical Info DURING FEED ONLY, NBN TOC, 212 - 684 – 8910, ext. 221

VIA PATHFIRE, Story # NBN 25044:

To access our story on PF:  For DMG, from the navigation panel on the left, select News, Video News Feeds, NBN.  For Browser DMG, login, click the Provider Directory, and select NBN. 
Hard Copies:  News Broadcast Network, Dan Schwartzberg 

212-684-8910, ext. 320 or dschwartzberg@newsbroadcastnetwork.com 

To Unsubscribe From this Fax List, Please Call 800-920-NEWS ext. 226

