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Influenza Testing (PCR/Culture)
ANALYTES TESTED:    Influenza A and B.  
USE OF TEST:  Detection and identification of Influenza type and Influenza A subtype.

SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

Test Request Form DCH-0583  

Specimen Submission Guidelines
Influenza A Test Algorithm
Transport Temperature:  4( C.  Ship on cold packs provided.
SPECIMEN TYPE:

Specimen Required:  
Nasopharyngeal swabs in viral transport medium or PBS; Nasal swabs in viral transport medium or PBS; Dual NP/OP swabs in viral transport medium or PBS; Nasal aspirates; Throat swabs; Bronchoalveolar lavage; Bronchial wash; Sputum (PCR only); Lung tissue; Viral isolates.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: 
Washing/aspirate/lavage – 3 to 5 ml.  Do not dilute in viral transport medium.
Swabs – Elute in 3 ml of viral transport medium.

Container:
Washings/aspirates/lavage – sterile plastic container.

Swabs/tissue – sterile plastic tube with 3 ml viral transport media.
Shipping Unit: Unit 45
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:

Leaking specimen: Glass containers.

Critical Data Needed For Testing: patient identifier.
Swabs with calcium alginate or cotton tips and wooden shafts are unacceptable.

TEST PERFORMED:

Methodology:  Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) / Culture.

Turn Around Time: PCR - 1 week (results usually available within 48 hours).



        Culture - 3 weeks (results usually available within 7 days).



Where/When Performed: Lansing, as needed.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:


Reference Range:   Not detected.
The panel tests for the presence of Influenza A, Influenza B, plus Influenza A H1, H3 and H5 subtype nucleic acids.  A sample from which none of the analytes are detected does not preclude diagnosis of infection by one of the respiratory panel pathogens.  The pathogen may be present at levels below the limit of detection for this assay or inhibitors of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) may be present. 
FEES: 
N/A
NOTES:
1. Testing is performed for surveillance purposes only.  Confirmatory influenza testing is encouraged for cases of public health interest (ICU hospitalized patients, severely ill pregnant women, patients with unusual or severe presentations, death) and for congregate setting outbreak/cluster investigations.
2. Specimens will be rejected if not in compliance with submission requirements.

3. Oropharyngeal swabs are preferable to nasopharyngeal swabs.  Swab specimens should be collected using only Dacron® tipped swabs with aluminum or plastic shafts.  Specimens may be collected and transported in viral transport media.

ALIASES:  Influenza, H5, PCR, Flu, Flu A, Flu B, Pandemic Influenza, Pandemic Flu, Novel Flu
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