GDG Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the criteria for this grant? All applicants must be nonprofit community organizations, parent groups, anti-drug coalitions, juvenile and probate courts, local education agencies, and other public and private nonprofit entities with a 501(c)3 status, which includes faith-based organizations. 

2. Who is the target population? The target population should be youth not normally served by the local educational agencies and community organizations. This would include populations that need special services or additional resources, such as youth in juvenile detention facilities, runaway or homeless youth, pregnant and parenting teenagers, and school dropouts. 

3. When can the prevention programs be conducted? All GDG awards must implement prevention programs after school, evenings, weekends, or during the summer. 

4. When does funding for the GDG program begin and end? The Full Year program will begin October 1st and end September 30th. The Summer program will begin May 1st and end September 30th. 

5. Does the Governor’s Discretionary Grant provide ‘start-up’costs? No. GDG Funds cannot be utilized for costs incurred prior to the begin date of the contract. 

6. What is the average award provided? The average grant award is $20,000 to $150,000 a year. In some instances, a lower or higher award may be provided depending on the application and selection criteria. 

7. Will all regions in the State be considered equally in awarding grants? Yes, these are competitive grants. 

8. How many GDG awards will be funded? All awards will be based on total funding available. There is no pre-determined number of awards provided each year. 

9. Does this grant fund indirect costs? No. This even applies to those agencies who may have an approved indirect rate through the State of Michigan. 

10. Does this grant fund workshops/trainings for the staff? Yes. Only workshops/trainings that are applicable to the prevention program and approved by the Office of Drug Control staff can be funded. 

11. If I am awarded a grant this year, do I automatically receive GDG funds next year to continue this project? No. These are competitive grants, therefore recipients need to apply each year for GDG funds. 

12. What is the application deadline for submission? The submission date for this grant may be obtained by viewing the GDG Announcement at www.michigan.gov/odcp and click on Education. 

13. Can I implement a prevention program in the school? Funds awarded to a community based organization can provide a prevention program in an after school program, located in the school. The prevention program cannot be implemented in the school during school hours. 

14. If I work in a school, can my school apply for an award? Yes. All organizations receiving GDG funds must collaborate with schools and other organizations to implement an after school program. 

15. Can the implementing agency conduct the prevention program’s evaluation? Yes. The agency can also subcontract the evaluation portion of the contract to an independent evaluator. Evaluation costs are covered in the GDG funds. 

16. What are evidence-based programs? Programs that have been accepted by a panel of independent experts through a comparably rigorous, objective, and scientific review. These programs have been determined to be exemplary and promising programs. 

17. Can my organization choose more than one evidence-based program? Yes 

18. Can I apply for a Governor’s Discretionary Grant using a self-developed program? No. Applicants that apply for GDG funds must provide an evidence-based prevention program. GDG funds can no longer fund self-developed programs. 

19. Do I need to have an Advisory Council? Yes. The applicant should have an Advisory Council to provide input in the application process, provide ongoing consultation, and review the program evaluation results and provide recommendations. 

20. Does the applicant need a State Prevention License? Yes. All applicants providing prevention services in the State of Michigan must have a prevention license prior to providing such services. 

21. What are the Principles of Effectiveness? The Principles of Effectiveness are a set of guidelines that provide a framework to assist states and local entitles in designing, implementing, and evaluating high-quality programs and achieving measurable results. 

22. How do I find out if our organization has a Federal Employer Identification Number? Contact your business office. 

23. If I have any questions, who do I contact? Contact the Office of Drug Control Policy at (517) 373-4700.
