
[DATE]

[ORGANIZATIONAL ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[ORGANIZATIONAL PHONE NUMBER]

Dear [NAME OF DAYCARE DIRECTOR],
As you may be aware, a child in your [NAME OF CLASSROOM/PROGRAM] was recently diagnosed with giardiasis, a treatable infection of the intestine caused by the parasite Giardia lamblia.  

We recommend that you be particularly watchful for signs and symptoms among your other attendees as giardiasis can spread rapidly, especially among infants and toddlers. The onset of illness can be anywhere from 3-25 days, usually 7-10 days, after exposure to the parasite. Symptoms of giardia infection can include watery, sometimes foul smelling stool, gas, fatigue, abdominal pain, nausea and dehydration. 
We suggest that you notify parents of this situation so they can be informed of the problem and know what to watch for at home.  

In general, any person with infectious diarrhea should not attend or work in a day care until after the illness has ended.  In the instance of giardiasis, we recommend that an ill attendee return only when symptoms have ended and treatment has been started. If a formerly ill attendee develops illness again, after being treated, the treatment may need to be repeated. 
Proper handwashing, diaper changing, and other basic infection control techniques are extremely important in minimizing illnesses of this nature.  Good hand hygiene requires washing for at least 20 seconds with soap and warm running water, including cleaning under fingernails.  
Additional information on the prevention of communicable diseases in day care settings is enclosed and you can feel free to share this with parents as needed. 
If you learn or suspect that other attendees or staff are infected, or you have any questions at all about this matter please contact us to report the illness at [LHD PHONE NUMBER]. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

[NAME, TITLE]
[FACT SHEET/CLEANING GUIDELINES ATTACHED]
Insert Health Department 


Name or Logo Here
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