
[DATE]

[ORGANIZATIONAL ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[ORGANIZATIONAL PHONE NUMBER]

Dear Parent/Guardian,
Recently one of your child’s classmates was diagnosed with a treatable digestive system infection known as giardiasis, caused by the parasite Giardia lamblia. 

The onset of illness can be anywhere from 3-25 days, usually 7-10 days, after exposure to the parasite. Symptoms of giardiasis can often include long lasting diarrhea, abdominal pain or cramping, fatigue, loss of appetite, and excessive gas; however, occasionally an infected person will not have any symptoms.

Giardiasis is spread by the fecal-oral route.  That is to say, the organisms leave an infected person’s body in the stool and are spread by contaminated hands, surfaces, food or water.  This particular organism spreads especially easily and rapidly, particularly young children, toddlers and infants. 
If your child has had any of the above symptoms, we recommend that you consult with your family physician.  Children with symptoms typical of the infection should have a series of stool specimens tested. The [NAME OF LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT] can arrange for stool testing, but your doctor may be able to obtain test results considerably faster.  If your child is diagnosed with giardiasis through your family doctor please let us know immediately and also contact [NAME OF THE LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT or SCHOOL/DAYCARE] so they can be aware of any additional cases. 
As always, ill children should be kept at home until they are free of symptoms. Determining when this is may in some instances require additional laboratory testing or other follow-up by the health department.
If you have any questions you can contact [NAME] with the [NAME OF ORGANIZATION], at [PHONE NUMBER] for more information. 
Sincerely,

[NAME/TITLE]

[FACT SHEET ATTACHED]
Insert School or Health Department Name or Logo Here
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