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Indicator Definition: The number of positive laboratory tests for MRSA and C. difficile. (The data do not distinguish between
infection and situations where an organism is present but not causing illness.)

Indicator Overview:
= National estimates indicate that approximately one out of every 20 hospitalized patients will contract a Healthcare-
Associated Infection (HAI), an infection acquired during the course of medical treatment for other conditions.
= Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a bacterial infection that is resistant to certain types of
antibiotics. Skin is the most common site for MRSA infections. Lungs, bloodstream, and joints may also be infected.
Clostridium difficile (C. difficile) is a bacterial infection that may cause diarrhea, colitis, sepsis, or even death.
= The CDC estimates that HAls, as of 2007, generate between $35.7 billion and $45 billion in medical costs per year.
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Links to Other Sources of Information:

MDCH Surveillance for Healthcare-Associated & Resistant Pathogens (SHARP) Unit: http://www.michigan.gov/hai

CDC National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN): http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/

Links to Related Public Health Programs:

Michigan’s HAI Surveillance and Prevention Plan: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MI HAI Plan 308688 7.pdf
Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) Information: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdch/MRSA general 347260 7.pdf
Healthy People Information on HAI: m_p://www.heaIthypeople.gov/ZOZO/topicsobiectivesZOZO/overview.aspx?topicid=17
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