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HIDA and Flu Initiative Support Broadened Flu Vaccination Season and Increased Vaccination Rates
Alexandria, VA (Dec. 3,2007)  – The Health Industry Distributors Association (HIDA) and the Flu Vaccine Business Practices Initiative announce their support for a broadened 2007-2008 flu vaccination season and efforts aimed at increasing overall vaccination rates.
More than 70% of Americans (218 million people) are recommended to receive flu vaccine each year, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Unfortunately, seasonal influenza immunization rates continue to fall below recommended guidelines. The flu is responsible for more than 36,000 deaths and 200,000 hospitalizations each year.

Incidents of seasonal influenza tend to peak in February. “An extended vaccination season, running into December and beyond, provides a valuable opportunity for more people to be vaccinated and protected against the flu,” said Andrew Van Ostrand, HIDA vice president of policy. 

This year, flu vaccine manufacturers estimate a record-breaking 130 million doses of vaccine will be produced. About 50% of the total supply will be delivered to physician offices and other provider sites by medical products distributors. 
In addition to delivering this important vaccine, “HIDA and the Initiative are dedicated to keeping people informed about the importance of protecting themselves and others by getting immunized,” Van Ostrand said.

The Initiative, which was formed last year to promote greater transparency and understanding about seasonal flu vaccine distribution, includes member distributors ASD Healthcare, Henry Schein, and McKesson. The group works closely with HIDA, a non-profit trade association of medical products distributors, and other stakeholders to increase flu immunization rates and education efforts. To achieve this goal, the Initiative offers a variety of resources, including:

· A comprehensive web site, www.FluSupplyNews.com, that provides information on flu vaccine distribution statistics, logistics, and the supply chain 

· Fact Sheets and educational materials promoting the importance of seasonal flu vaccination

· A national listing of flu vaccine distributors 

· Updated information for physicians and patients
To learn more, contact the Initiative at 703-838-6111 or visit www.FluSupplyNews.com.
# # #

The Health Industry Distributors Association (HIDA) is the premier international trade association representing medical products distributors. HIDA members primarily serve the nation's hospital, long term care, and physician/alternate care markets. For more information, contact HIDA at (703) 549-4432 or visit www.HIDA.org.
The Flu Vaccine Business Practices Initiative is a voluntary group of flu vaccine distributors committed to the efficient distribution of seasonal flu vaccine. For more information, contact the Flu Initiative at (703) 838-6111 or visit www.FluSupplyNews.com
