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This is the eleventh in a series of communications with individuals and organizations who are interested in Michigan’s response to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) that was issued by HHS on June 10, 2010. For information about the requirements of this program, please go to http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/UpdateOffer?id=19148  where you can view and download the FOA referenced above. 

On February 8, 2011 the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) and Administration for Children and Families (ACF) issued the Supplemental Information Request (SIR) for the Submission of the Updated State Plan for a State Home Visiting Program (Home Visiting Updated State Plan – OMB Control No. 0915-0336). This guidance document describes the third step in a three-step process that States must complete in order to receive FY 2010 ACA Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program funding. To access the SIR directly (in PDF format), please go to www.hrsa.gov/grants/manage/homevisiting/sir02082011.pdf.  Attached, you will find a copy of the Transmittal Letter to States.
As indicated in the SIR, the third and final requirement in the FY 2010 application process for the program is the submission of an Updated State Plan. This SIR provides guidance to States for making the final designation of the targeted at-risk community or communities for implementation, updating and providing a more detailed needs and resources assessment for the targeted community or communities, and submitting a specific plan tailored to address these needs that includes implementation of evidence-based home visiting programs that will meet legislatively-mandated benchmarks. The SIR includes criteria for determining the evidence base for home visiting models, a list of home visiting models determined to be evidence-based, and guidance for reporting on States’ progress in meeting benchmarks. The Updated State Plan is due within 90-120 days of the issuance of the SIR. 

The Great Start System Team and its Home Visiting Workgroup have begun the process of determining how to respond to the third federal guidance. It is anticipated that HHS will provide further clarification on the guidance document this week. For additional information about the ACA Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program and to access the SIR, please visit http://www.hrsa.gov/grants/manage/homevisiting/ .
Ongoing communications in this series of Updates about the Home Visiting program in Michigan will be distributed to interested stakeholders and posted on the following web sites: 

Maternal Infant Health Program web site at www.michigan.gov/mihp  
ECIC web site at www.greatstartforkids.org  
Contact: 
HomeVisitingProject@michigan.gov
 Transmittal Letter to States 

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program 

Supplemental Information Request 

To State Grantees of the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program: 

This letter transmits a Supplemental Information Request (SIR) for submission of an Updated State Plan for the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program. In the SIR, you will find information on all required components for submission of a successful Updated State Plan, as well as relevant resources that may be of assistance in developing these components. You soon will receive information about upcoming webinars addressing topical areas in the SIR as well as on technical assistance available for development of an Updated State Plan. 

In developing your Updated State Plan, please be aware that although each State will continue to receive at least its FY2010 allocation in FY2011 through FY2015, HHS will also be awarding funds on a competitive basis beginning in FY2011. As noted in the July 23, 2010 Federal Register Notice on criteria for determining evidence of effectiveness of home visiting models, the competitive component will reflect States' capacity and commitment to improve child outcomes specified in the statute through improvements in service coordination and the implementation of home visiting programs with fidelity to high‐quality, evidence‐based models. HHS is committed to ensuring that the criteria for any competitive awards are transparent and will increase the likelihood that Federal funds will contribute to improved outcomes for at‐risk children and families. HHS will ensure that notice of the competitive criteria for FY 2011 is provided prior to the due date for the Updated State Plan. 

More information will be forthcoming regarding the disposition of the increase in the FY 2011 appropriation. 

Please contact your Project Officer with any questions or concerns regarding the SIR or immediate technical assistance needs. We look forward to receiving your Updated State Plans and to your continued work in promoting the health and wellbeing of women, children, and families in your State.

