INSTRUCTIONS FOR:

SECTION F.  MEGAVOLTAGE RADIATION THERAPY (MRT)

Treatment Visit means one patient encounter during which MRT is administered.  One treatment visit may involve one or more treatment ports or fields.  Separate encounters by the same patient at different times of the same day shall be counted as separate visits.  Only MRT treatments for the same applicant and the result of expansion of an existing service are to be recorded.  MRT treatments must be recorded by site (physical location of MRT machine).

Simple Treatment Visit involves a single treatment site, 
single treatment field, or parallel opposed fields with the use of no more than simple blocks.

Intermediate Treatment Visits means a treatment visit involving two separate treatment sites; three or more fields to a single treatment site, or the use of special blocking.

Complex treatment visit means a treatment visit involving three or more treatment sites, tangential fields with wedges, rotational or arc techniques or other special arrangements, or custom blocking.

Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT) means a visit utilizing only the computer controlled multi-leaf collimator part of the CMS definition for IMRT.  Intensity Modulated Radiation Treatment targets are treated by multiple beams at different orientations each with spatially-modulated beam intensities.

Image guided radiation therapy or "IGRT" means the use of in-room imaging to allow precise target localization using ultrasound, implanted fiducial markers or image reconstruction using kV or megavoltage beams.  Two-dimensional port films using patient anatomy for localization do not constitute IGRT.
Total Body Irradiation (TBI) means a specially modified dedicated cobalt unit certified as a total body irradiator by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) or a permanently modified dedicated linear accelerator that uses a very wide beam of gamma rays or x-rays to irradiate the entire body simultaneously.

Heavy Particle Accelerator means a machine such as a cyclotron that produces beams of high energy particles such as protons, neutrons, p-ions, or heavy ions with masses greater than that of an electron.

Cyber knife means, for purposes of these standards, a treatment device that is a frameless special stereotactic radiosurgery unit that consists of three key components:  (i) an advanced, lightweight linear accelerator (linac) (this device is used to produce a high energy megavoltage of radiation), (ii) a robot which can point the linear accelerator from a wide variety of angles, and (iii) several x-ray cameras (imaging devices) that are combined with software to track patient position.  The cameras obtain frequent pictures of the patient during treatment and use this information to target the radiation beam emitted by the linear accelerator.
Stereotactic Treatment Visit means a visit involving the use of a stereotactic guiding device with radiotherapy for the destruction of a precisely defined intracranial and/or extracranial tumor or lesion.  Please note that this category has been divided into two treatment options: the first for a single fraction visit and the second for multiple fraction visits.

Gamma Knife means a special stereotactic radiosurgery unit consisting of multiple cobalt sources all simultaneously focused to irradiate cancer or other neoplasms in the brain or cerebrovascular system abnormalities.

Hemi-Body Irradiation means irradiation that is less than total body.

