Health Issues Work Group Meeting Minutes

March 16, 2010
DD Council Office
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Members present: 
Jacqui Day, Paul Palmer, Mary Marin, Lisa Huckelberry, Charlyss Brandon, Pamela Webb
Via Phone:
Holly Nichols, Tammy Yeomans, Jill Moore, Sharon Hold, 
Staff: 
Terry Hunt, Laura Robertson, Dee Florence
Minutes
The February meeting minutes were accepted as presented.
Update on Budget

STATE

Medicaid Adult Dental Services may be restored in 2011. Legislators report they have received many letters from consumers, family members and providers advocating for Medicaid adult dental restoration.  These letters plus Michigan’s eligibility for more stimulus funding has prompted the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee to recommend that the senate restore Medicaid adult dental and other services for FY2011.  Additional funds to finance dental services also are coming from cuts to other Medicaid services or eligibility.  Contact your legislators encouraging them to vote in favor or restoring these services, but that you are concerned about the impact of cuts to Medicaid services and eligibility. Stay tuned for further updates.  
Oral Health Project Update 
Representatives of the Michigan Oral Health Coalition and MOHC will testify next week’s house DCH appropriations subcommittee hearing. The letters generated at the advocacy trainings had a big impact on lawmakers. It is important that we continue our efforts to contact lawmakers. 
Work Group Project Recommendations
A group has met and is moving along on project ideas to submit to the Council at the May meeting. A draft of the project recommendations will be presented at the April HIWG meeting. 
Health Care Reform

Legislators plan to vote on the bill by the end of the week. 
Overview of PATH

PATH (Personal Action Toward Health) is a workshop that helps participants improve their health. It helps you set goals and understand how you eat and exercises affect your condition. The class will help you reduce your risk of developing chronic diseases and gives you tools needed to manage any conditions you may currently have.  For more information visit the website at www.mipath.org
Health Partners Update

An online training has been created for dental assistants and hygienists on how to treat seniors and those with disabilities. Several dental schools have contacted Jill Moore and are asking if they can use this training as part of their curriculum. 

Suggestions for Next Agenda

· Michigan’s budget – update on legislative hearings
· Lobby day update from Linda Potter
· HIWG project proposal
Future HIWG meeting date:

April 20, 2010
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