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STATE OF MICHIGAN
RICK SNYDER DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH JAMES K. HAVEMAN

GOVERNCR LANSING DIRECTOR

December 5, 2012

NAME

TITLE
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Dear Tribal Chair and Health Director:

RE: Amending Title XIX State Plan to conform to MIPPA provisions related to Medicaid outpatient
drug coverage

This letter, in compliance with Section 6505 of the Affordable Care Act, serves as notice of intent to all
Tribal Chairs and Health Directors of the request by the Michigan Department of Community Health
(MDCH) to submit a State Plan Amendment.

The purpose of the State Plan Amendment is to conform with Section 175 of the Medicare Improvement
for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) which amended section 1860D-2(e)(2)(A) of the Act to
include barbiturates “used in the treatment of epilepsy, cancer, or a chronic mental health disorder” and
benzodiazepines in Part D drug coverage effective as of January 1, 2013. Currently, barbiturates and
benzodiazepines are among the excluded drugs that a state can elect to cover for its Medicaid
beneficiaries. Since the coverage of barbiturates under Part D is limited to the treatment of epilepsy,
cancer or a chronic mental health disorders, MDCH will continue to cover barbiturates to the extent it
covers a barbiturate for a condition other than the three covered by Part D. The coverage of
benzodiazepines under Part D is inclusive of all indications so MDCH coverage effective January 1, 2013,
will only be for non-dually eligible beneficiaries.

You may submit comments regarding this Notice of Intent to msapolicy@michigan.gov. If you would like
to discuss the Notice of Intent, please contact Mary Anne Tribble, Medicaid Liaison to the Michigan
Tribes. Mary Anne can be reached at (517) 241-7185 or via e-mail at tribblem1@michigan.gov.

There is no public hearing scheduled for this SPA.

Sincerely,

Yo Firom.

Stephen Fitton, Director
Medical Services Administration

cc: Leslie Campbell, Region V, CMS
Pamela Carson, Region V, CMS
Ashley Tuomi, MHPA, Executive Director, American Indian Health and Family Services of
Southeastern Michigan
L. John Lufkins, Executive Director, Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc.
Jenny Jenkins, Acting Area Director, Indian Health Service - Bemidji Area Office
Mary Anne Tribble, MDCH
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Mr. Kurt Perron, Tribal Chairman, Bay Mills Indian Community

Ms. Laurel Keenan, Health Director, Bay Mills (Ellen Marshall Memorial Center)

Mr. Derek J. Bailey, Tribal Chairman, Grand Traverse Band Ottawa & Chippewa Indians

Ms. Loi Chambers, Health Director, Grand Traverse Band Ottawa/Chippewa

Mr. Kenneth Meshigaud, Tribal Chairman, Hannahville Indian Community

Ms. G. Susie Meshigaud, Health Director, Hannahville Health Center

Mr. W. Chris Swartz, President, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community

Ms. Carole LaPointe, Health Director, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community - Donald Lapointe Health/Educ Facility
Mr. Alan Shively, Tribal Chairman, Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians
Ms. Terry Fox, Health Director, Lac Vieux Desert Band

Mr. Larry Romanelli, Ogema, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Mr. Bob Davis, Health Director, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Mr. Dexter McNamara, Tribal Chairman, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians

Ms. Sharon Sierzputowski, Health Director, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa

Mr. DK Sprague, Tribal Chairman, Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Potawatomi Indians (Gun Lake Band)
Ms. Phyllis Davis, Health Director, Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Potawatomi

Mr. Homer Mandoka, Vice Tribal Chairman, Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians
Mr. Jon Gardner, Health Director, Huron Potawatomi Inc.- Tribal Health Department

Mr. Matt Wesaw, Tribal Chairman, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians

Mr. Arthur Culpepper, Health Director, Pokagon Potawatomi Health Services

Mr. Dennis V. Kequom Sr, Tribal Chief, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe

Ms. Gail George, Health Director, Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center

Mr. Aaron Payment, Tribal Chairman, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Ms. Bonnie Culfa, Health Director, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians - Health Center

CC:
Leslie Campbell, Region V, CMS
Pamela Carson, Region V, CMS
Ashley Tuomi, MHPA, Executive Director, American Indian Health and Family Services of Southeastern
Michigan
L. John Lufkins, Executive Director, Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc.
Jenny Jenkins, Acting Area Director, Indian Health Service - Bemidji Area Office
Mary Anne Tribble, MDCH



