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ANALYTES TESTED:    
Norovirus nucleic acid. 
USE OF TEST:  
Detection of Norovirus infection in outbreaks of non-bacterial gastroenteritis. Testing must be pre-approved before shipping. Contact the MDHHS Communicable Disease Epidemiology Division (517-335-8165) for approval.
SPECIMEN COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:
[bookmark: _Hlk189661416]Test Request Form MDHHS-6084.
Specimen Submission Guidelines.
Transport Temperature: Refrigerated with frozen ice packs (2-8°C). DO NOT send at room temperature.
Patient Preparation: None.
SPECIMEN TYPE:
Specimen Required: Stool, unpreserved and preferably collected within 24 to 48 hours of onset of symptoms.
Minimum Acceptable Volume: 
· Liquid stool – 1 mL.  
· Solid stool – a minimum amount approximately the size of an olive.
Container: 50 mL sterile conical tube or urine specimen container.
Shipping Unit: Unit 46.
SPECIMEN REJECTION CRITERIA:
[bookmark: _Hlk189661579]Critical Data Needed for Testing:  
Patient Name.
Patient Date of Birth.
Specimen Source.
Date Collected.
Submitting Agency.
Incomplete test requisition information may lead to testing cancelation or a delay in testing and reporting.

Specimens will be rejected if:
Specimens lacking two unique patient identifiers (i.e., full name and date of birth, patient number or specimen number) will not be tested.  
Specimens received outside of appropriate transport temperature may not be tested.
The specimen container is received leaking or has been contaminated by another leaking specimen in the same bag.
The specimen is not properly labeled, or the test requisition is not completed.
The specimen label does not match the test requisition.
TEST PERFORMED:
Methodology: RT-PCR.
Turnaround Time: 1-3 weeks.
Testing is performed at the Bureau of Laboratories, Monday-Friday.
RESULT INTERPRETATION:
Reference Range:
Norovirus Genotype GI RNA - Not detected.
Norovirus Genotype GII RNA - Not detected.
Detection of Norovirus RNA is indicative of infection with Norovirus. A sample from which Norovirus RNA is not detected does not preclude diagnosis of Norovirus infection. The virus may be present at levels below the limits of detection for this assay or inhibitors of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) may be present.
FEES: 	
Not Applicable.
NOTES:
Specimens will only be accepted to support outbreak investigations. Contact the MDHHS Communicable Disease Epidemiology Division (517-335-8165) for consultation.
Submit 3 to 6 stool samples per outbreak investigation.
For all Norovirus negative outbreaks, the specimens will also be tested for Astrovirus and Sapovirus by PCR with all results being reported to the Bureau of Epidemiology.
ALIASES:  
Norovirus, PCR.
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