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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR


Every day, 2,500 teenagers nationwide use a prescription drug to get high for the first time. They’re accessing these drugs in the comfort of home; it can be as easy as opening a cupboard, drawer, or medicine cabinet. In [COMMUNITY NAME], this problem is real, it’s growing, and it’s dangerous.

In 2012, there were 941 deaths due to unintentional drug poisonings in Michigan. The majority of these deaths are related to prescription drugs. A large part of this problem is the misconception that prescription drugs are safer than illicit drugs. Prescription drugs are not safer than illicit drugs. These are powerful drugs that, when abused, can be just as dangerous as street drugs.  

A prescription drug isn’t safe if it wasn’t prescribed for you. If you’re taking a drug that was not meant for you, you are essentially abusing that drug. If you know of someone who is abusing prescription drugs, talk to them about the dangers.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can also help prevent prescription drug abuse by storing drugs in a safe, secure place, monitoring your prescription bottles, and disposing of expired or unneeded drugs properly.  

Learn more at michigan.gov/doyourpart.  
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