
 

Michigan Cardiovascular Alliance (MiCA) Meeting 

The final MiCA meeting will held be on Thursday, May 30, 2013 from 5:00pm to 7:30pm in East Lansing 

at the Kellogg Center in the Comiche Room.  This will be a celebratory dinner meeting.  We will review 

the progress made toward the strategic plan objectives, as well as discuss what role the Alliance might 

have in the future.  Please RSVP whether or not you will be attending.  If you have not RSVP’d already, 

please do so by May 24.  The form is attached.   

 

MI Healthier Tomorrow 

MI Healthier Tomorrow, the media campaign for the Michigan Health and Wellness 4x4 Plan kicked off 

on Wednesday, January 23, 2013.  Michiganders, after taking the online pledge, will receive a free Getting 

Started Kit in the mail along with the option to sign up for motivational messages, reminders, tips, or  

recipes via e-mail or text all with the intent to help keep them focused on reaching their goal of losing 

weight and becoming healthier.  Six community coalitions throughout the state and multiple engaged 

workgroup partners are in the beginning stages of executing strategies on this five-year plan.  You can  

access partner resources by clicking here. 

 

Paul Coverdell Stroke Registry  

Michigan has been awarded the new CDC Paul Coverdell Stroke Registry grant.  This registry, Michigan's 

Ongoing Stroke Registry to Accelerate Improvement in Care (MOSAIC) is designed to sustain the gains 

made in addressing the clinical performance measures for defect-free stroke care and expand to improve 

transitions of care from the inpatient to outpatient setting for stroke patients.  MDCH has been involved in 

the registry since 2007 and prior to that in the Coverdell pilot.   Contact Stacey Roberts 

(robertss5@michigan.gov) for more information.  

The Weight of the State - A Conference on the Causes, Prevention and Management of Obesity 

Michigan Chapter-American Academy of Pediatrics, Michigan Chapter-American College of Cardiology, 

and the Michigan State Medical Society are hosting this conference Wednesday, May 8, 2013 at 8:45 am to 

4:15 pm at located at the Inn at St. Johns, Plymouth.  This important conference will provide essential edu-

cational opportunities for health care professionals on advances in prevention strategies, treatment ap-

proaches, and health consequences of obesity.  Registration and more information available from the 

MSMS website.   

 

Sodium Reduction Toolkit: A Global Opportunity to Reduce Population-Level Sodium Intake 
The message was about preventing and controlling high blood pressure for this year’s World Health Day 

on April 7th.  The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as part of a broader international effort, 

developed this toolkit as a brief overview of ways to develop and implement sodium-reduction programs,  

policies, and initiatives aimed at lowering sodium intake.  We hope this toolkit is found useful in efforts to reduce 

your population’s sodium consumption.  
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Long QT Syndrome and Hypertension 

The Genomics and Health Impact Update, a weekly CDC publication, featured Long QT syndrome and High 

Blood Pressure-Hypertension as two of their Diseases of the Week.  Follow this link and scroll to the bottom 

to investigate. 

 

Pharmacists play a key role in improving heart health. The Chief Pharmacy Officer for the U.S. Public 

Health Service discusses the evolving role of pharmacists as members of the health care team for heart  

disease and stroke prevention. 

 

Kidney Disease Improving Global Outcomes 2012: Clinical Practice Guideline for the Evaluation and 

Management of Chronic Kidney Disease 

This article, published January 2013, highlights the increased risk associated with Peripheral Artery Disease 

in people with Chronic Kidney Disease and especially among those with the comorbidity Diabetes Melli-

tus.  Please see the attached article. 

 

CMS Announces Opportunity to Apply for Marketplace Navigator Grants 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced the availability of new funding to support 

Navigators in Federally-facilitated and State Partnership Marketplaces. Navigators are individuals and  

entities that will provide unbiased information to consumers about health insurance, the new Health  

Insurance Marketplace, qualified health plans, and public programs including Medicaid and the Children’s 

Health Insurance Program.  The funding opportunity announcement is open to eligible self-employed  

individuals and private and public entities applying to serve as Navigators in states with a Federally-

facilitated or State Partnership Marketplace. The new funding opportunity provides up to $54 million in total 

funding and applications are due by June 7, 2013.  Last week, CMS released a proposed rule outlining  

standards for Navigators in Federally-facilitated and State Partnership Marketplaces.  Go here for more  

information about Navigators, including continuing updates.  Pre-application conference call: Friday, April 

19, 2013 from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  To access the funding opportunity announcement, visit:  

http://www.grants.gov, and search for CFDA # 93.750.  EDT Toll-free teleconference phone number:  

877-267-1577; ID: 2917.  Contact HHSIEA@hhs.gov for questions. 
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