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Michigan Department of Community Health and the
Great Start System Team

Affordable Care Act:
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program

UPDATE
July 12, 2010

This is the second in a series of communications with individuals and organizations who are
interested in Michigan’s response to the Affordable Care Act (ACA) Maternal, Infant and Early
Childhood Home Visiting Program Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) that was issued by
HHS on June 10, 2010. For detailed information about the requirements of this program,
please go to http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/UpdateOffer?id=19148 where you can view and
download the FOA referenced above.

The FOA requires a State to complete a three-step application in order to access funds under
this program. Below is an outline of the three-step application process:

1. Submit an application for funding by July 9, 2010. The application includes a plan for
completing the needs assessment and a plan for developing the program in order to
meet the criteria identified in the legislation. The application is a somewhat perfunctory
state-level “plan to plan” step which will allow HHS to release $500,000 to the State by
July 15.

MDCH submitted the application for funding prior to the deadline and is awaiting
notification of the grant award in the amount of $500,000 so that the State may proceed
with needs assessment and program planning activities.

2. Submit a full State needs assessment by September 1, 2010. The guidance for this step
is anticipated to be issued in early July. The guidance will include templates and
instructions for reporting:

e Data identifying communities at risk

e The quality and capacity of existing programs for early childhood home visiting

e The State’s capacity for providing substance abuse treatment and counseling
services

HHS has not yet released the guidance for completing the State needs assessment, but
the Great Start System Team (GSST) Home Visiting Workgroup and its subcommittees
are poised to take action as soon as it becomes available. MDCH and the GSST will issue
another communication in this series as soon as the guidance is released.
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3.

Submit an updated plan for addressing the needs identified in the needs assessment
sometime in early FY 2011. This includes an updated description and justification for
the proposed program design, including how proposed models meet the evidence-
based criteria as part of the State’s plan for addressing identified needs and how the
State will implement the selected program/s effectively and with fidelity to the model/s.
The guidance (with evidence-based criteria) for this step is anticipated to be issued in
mid-August.

Prior to the issuance of the guidance for the third step, HHS will provide an opportunity
for public comment on proposed criteria for assessing the effectiveness of home visiting
program models. The final criteria for assessing evidence of effectiveness of home
visiting models will be stated in the third-step guidance, and the State’s Updated Plan
for the home visiting program grant must propose implementing a model (or models)
that meets these criteria.

MDCH and the GSST will issue another communication in this series as soon as HHS
publishes the proposed criteria for public comment in the Federal Register. Stakeholders
are strongly encouraged to watch for this communication and to send their comments
on the proposed criteria directly to HHS.

For additional information:

e DHHS FOA Frequently Asked Questions issued June 30 (PDF)

e Pew Home Visiting Campaign FOA Summary (PDF), updated 7/8/2010

e Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs (AMCHP) Home Visitation
Resources http://www.amchp.org/advocacy/home-
visitation/pages/default.aspx

Ongoing communications in this series will be distributed to interested stakeholders and
posted on the following web sites:

e Maternal Infant Health Program web site at www.michigan.gov/mihp
e ECIC web site at www.greatstartforkids.org

Contact person:

Beth Lounds
loundse@michigan.gov
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