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Ensure that your environmental investigation response is within the CDC’s timeframes based upon blood lead levels:  15-19 ug/dL – 2 weeks; 20-44 ug/dL or two 15-19 range tests at least 3 months apart – 1 week; 45-69 ug/dL -- 48 hours; > 70 ug/dL – 24 hours.

Have an investigation field kit ready in the office with sampling materials, instructions and forms.

An XRF is required to perform an EBL Environmental Investigation.

MDCH/Healthy Homes Section has an XRF Lead Analyzer Short-Term Loan Program.  To borrow one, contact Leslie Jacquette at 517.335.8152.

An EBL Environmental Investigation consists of a Lead Inspection, Risk Assessment, a Household Interview, and testing of items that are identified as potential lead hazards associated with the interview.  The report is identified as an EBL Investigation report.
When responding to a property with an identified EBL child, only a full Environmental Investigation should be performed.  A partial EBL Investigation, courtesy testing, risk assessment or lead hazard screen should never be conducted per Michigan law.
Try to limit your on-site investigation to one trip to the home.  Two may be needed at times; however, keep in mind that your chances of being invited in become limited, as visits are intrusive.

Review media sampling before getting in the field – minimum number of samples, locations, technique.  Lead lab dust wipes and sampling request form must be used.
Dust wipe sampling blanks – pull a blank at the EBL property, if only one unit is sampled in a day.  If more than one unit is sampled in a day, pull one blank for every 50 samples or one at each unit – whichever is less.  Collect one blank for every lot of wipe type used.
Clear and significant photos of the lead hazards are important to take on site and include in the EBL report.

Ensure that the EBL report summary (p. 2) is specific and complete with all data found.  Do not minimize or generalize the summary.  Write it in plain language.  Do not alter the EBL report format or content.

The EBL Investigation Report must be sent out within 30 calendar days from the day that the lab sample results are received.  Hand delivering the report and discussing it in person is more valuable to the parent and the property owner.
To be in compliance, ensure that the Report of LBP Identification Activities (DCH-0694) is submitted by the 15th of the following month that EBL Investigation activities occurred.

