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ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN
I, Rick Snyder, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim
September 2013 as

NEWBORN SCREENING AWARENESS MONTH

WHEREAS, more than 50 vears ago, a filter paper test for phenylketonuria (PKU) was {irst developed by
Dr. Bob Guthrie to screen newborns beginning in 1963; and,

WHEREAS, more than 4 million babies in the United States are screened every vear not only for PKU
but also for other metabolic conditions, endocrine disorders, sickle cell disease, eystic [ibrosis, and primary
immune deficiencies; and,

WHEREAS, additional point of care screening for hearing loss and critical congenital heart disease is
now a part of state newborn screening programs; and,

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Community Health has screened more than 6.6 million babies
since 1965, and identified 7,753 infants with one of the 54 disorders on the current Newborn Screening
Panel; and,

WHEREAS, Michigan hospitals, health care providers and public health professionals collaborate to
provide a system of care for ensuring that 99 percent of newborns benefit from screening, rapid diagnosis,
and specialty medical treatments or therapies resulting in the difference between health and disability or
even life and death; and,

WHEREAS, health research using stored residual blood spots is now an added public health benefit from
newborn screening made possible through the Michigan BioTrust for Health with oversight by scientific
experts and a Community Values Advisory Board that promotes individual decision-making options and
public transparency; and,

WIHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Community Health joins with families, health care providers,
the Association of Public Health Laboratories, and federal public health officials to recognize 50 years of
newborn sereening accomplishments and promote greater awareness so that every baby has a chance to
benefit from a better or saved life through newborn screening.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Rick Snyder, Governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim September 2013, as
Newborn Screening Awareness Month in Michigan. .

Zl ol

Rick Snyder
Governor
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