April 5-11, 2015 is

National Minority Cancer Awareness Week
Cancer Facts
Some groups are more likely to get or die from cancer than others.
We Know:
•
•
•

African Americans are more likely to die of cancer than people of any other racial or ethnic group.*
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people have risk factors that lead to a greater rate of
cancer cases.†
Individuals with a mental illness may develop cancer at a 2.6 times higher rate and also have a
higher rate of fatality due to cancer.‡

*Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, †National LGBT Cancer Network, ‡National Behavioral Health Network for Tobacco & Cancer Control

Some additional groups that may
experience a higher cancer burden are:
•
•
•

Other racial and ethnic minority populations
People with disabilities
People with lower socioeconomic status

However, the data needed to fully
understand cancer risk and rates for
different groups is lacking.

National Minority Cancer Awareness Week is an opportunity for
cancer partners to:
• IMPROVE cancer prevention and control within minority and underserved
populations.
• SUPPORT programs that reduce inequalities in new cancer cases, cancer
treatment, and cancer survivorship.
• ENCOURAGE enhanced data collection for race, ethnicity, sex, primary language,
and disability status, to better understand health disparities.
• EDUCATE the public about cancer’s impact on different populations.
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Michigan Organizations Addressing Cancer Among Minorities
ACCESS

Michigan Multicultural Network

ACCESS Community Health Center partners
with Karmanos Cancer Institute to provide
culturally sensitive public education on cancer,
and in promotion of tobacco cessation, to Arab
Americans in Metro Detroit. See
www.accesscommunity.org.

This Network is comprised of agencies that
service:
• African Americans
• Arab/Chaldean Americans
• Asian Americans
• Hispanic/Latino Americans
• Native Americans
The Network aims to draw attention to the risk
of tobacco use and its impact on people of
color and is supported by the Michigan
Department of Community Health.

Affirmations
Affirmations' Health & Wellness program
supports the health and well-being of LGBT
individuals and communities through:
• Professional training and development
• Counseling services
• Community education and coalition
building
• A connection to health resources
• Promotion of quit smoking resources
See http://www.goaffirmations.org.

Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan
The Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc. (ITC)
coordinates health promotion and disease
prevention activities with 11 of Michigan’s 12
federally-recognized Native American tribes.
ITC helps develop effective public education
messages to promote access to cancer
screening and follow-up services for Native
American adults. See http://www.itcmi.org.

Healthy Asian Americans
Project
The Healthy Asian Americans Project (HAAP)
seeks to improve the health status of Asian
Americans with a focus on the following
groups:
• Chinese
• Korean
• Filipino
• Japanese
• Vietnamese
• Asian Indian
• Hmong
Primarily serving southeast Michigan, HAAP
promotes health, disease prevention and
access to care. This includes breast,
cervical, and colorectal cancer screening.
See www.clcloud.com/haap.

For More Information
American Cancer Society
www.cancer.org
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention –
Health Disparities in Cancer
http://1.usa.gov/102wb1q
Intercultural Cancer Council
www.iccnetwork.org
Michigan Cancer Consortium Health
Disparities Priorities
http://tinyurl.com/HDpriorities

Michigan Department of Community
Health – Health Disparities Reduction
and Minority Health Section
http://tinyurl.com/bo7ludd
National Cancer Institute – Center to
Reduce Health Disparities
http://crchd.cancer.gov
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services Office of Minority Health
http://go.usa.gov/3czBd
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