Transportation Work Group Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2010
PRESENT:  
Paul Palmer, Pam Webb, Lisa Lubahn, George Hanley, Jacqui Day, Vera Graham, Laura Hall, Glenn Ashley

Staff

Tandy Bidinger
VIA PHONE: 

Eastern UP:

Jill Jagger, Dawn Wadmen, Tina Peterson,




Theresa Moran, Denny Daniels, Roy Crabtree,





Zhoanana Kiliminski

Kent:


Frank Lynn, Tina Kocher, Duane DeRochey
Wayne:


Andrea Robinson, Verna Brock
Muskegon:

Willie Wilson, Frank Minor

Shiawassee:

Darlene Walker, Julie Hathaway

Ottawa:


Alphonso Mercado

Ontonagon

Sue Ernest
Huron:


Veronica Albin, Anthony Fallena, Louis Stearns

Livingston:

Mary Koivu

Approval of Minutes

Corrections noted: Ontonagon- The January minutes have the spelling of Sue Ernest incorrect. Grand Traverse RICC was not present.

Glenn Ashley moved that the January minutes be approved with the corrections. Jacqui Day seconded. CARRIED

Legislative Update

STATE

The ban on texting while driving is moving forward. It is in the Senate and looks like it will be approved.
Budget
The Governor is announcing proposed budget for 2011 today. A deficit of $1.6 million is projected. She is proposing a physician tax and tax on services.
A cut in state employee wages has been proposed by the legislature. It eliminates the 3% wage increase next fall. Early retirement proposals for state workers and teachers are on the table. They will affect workers who handle services and benefits. There is a severe backlog now. DHS Bridges computer system is creating many problems, and DHS does not have enough staff already. You should contact your legislators if you are concerned about specific services.

FEDERAL

DOT (Department of Transportation) ruled on an update on comfort animals rules. DOT is shifting to a broader look at transportation, including land use. This has been an emphasis of the Council and Transportation Work Group for years. The federal government is concerned about texting while driving, especially bus drivers, trains, and other motor carriers.

Transit Partnership Conference

Glenn reviewed the conference flyer. It is in Mt. Pleasant on April 1 & 2, 2010. People need to register with Glenn by sending their name, organization, address, phone number and email to ashley@ucpmichigan.org or to the address on the flyer.

People can pay the $10 registration fee at the door.

There have been some problems with registering by phone for hotel rooms. Glenn will check with the hotel to work out the problem.
Universal Tiedowns and Use of Segway
Attorney Richard Bernstein is taking up the issue of Segways on public transportation. Laura Hall and Bonnie Welbaum of Michigan PVA (Paralyzed Veterans of America) are trying to contact him for more information.

Segways are one topic related to universal tiedowns. The group agreed that future agendas should put the discussion of Segways under “universal tiedowns,” rather than as a specific agenda item. The Segway issue will be discussed as additional information becomes available.

Michigan Tech people presented to the Legislative Disability Caucus this month. They talked about universal tiedowns and mobility devices. Forward any questions to Michigan Tech, contact information Professor J. Beard at jbeard@mtu.edu.
ADA Transition Plan
A lot of time has passed since the ADA Transition Plan issues came up. The TWG agreed to ask plan committee members to send letters to MDOT, instead of asking the Council to send a letter.
Complete Streets 

The Council endorsed the concept of “Complete Streets” at the January 2010 Council meeting. TWG will coordinate creating a toolkit for local groups to advocate for complete streets in their community. We also heard a report regarding a study about our voucher program. The TWG and Public Policy Committee will have a joint meeting to work on the next steps re: public policy initiative. 
Public Forum Input
Glenn Ashley summarized the information from the “Our Hopes” public forums about transportation. The summary of transportation input was sent to the work group.
He explained the next steps for using the information. A state level strategy team is working on recommendations for the Council. They will be presented at the May Council retreat. The Council will decide how the workgroups will use the information to develop project ideas for the 2012-2016 State Plan. 

Project Ideas

Tandy Bidinger reviewed the project ideas that had been suggested by the workgroup in the past. The Council is looking for project recommendations to consider at the May 10 retreat. Any project recommendations will need to be submitted by April 15. 

We discussed ideas that the TWG could have ready by that date. We agreed to develop the following two ideas:

1) Statewide advocacy efforts to educate legislators, using grassroots organizing. It would provide year-round coordination of strategic actions. This would be a natural follow-up from the action plans that will be developed at the Transit Partnership Conference. One example of this advocacy effort:
Expand storytelling on transportation issues. One important issue is problems people encounter in winter. People could take photos of issues and send stories to the newspaper, the LAC, and the transit board.

3) Increasing disability awareness using sensitivity training, Mystery Riders, having drivers take buses, and riders doing job shadowing of transit employees to learn the drivers’ perspective.

To meet the April 15 deadline, we will take the following steps:
1) Create a subcommittee to work on the plans. Glenn Ashley, Darlene Walker, Alphonso Mercado, Laura Hall, Diane Kempen, Paul Palmer, Tandy Bidinger agreed to be on the subcommittee.

2) Prepare draft outlines to discuss at the March TWG meeting.

3) Fill in the draft outlines using the strategy team plans from the conference on April 2.

4) Approve the project recommendations at the April 8 TWG meeting so they can go out in the April 15 Council mailing.
TF2 Report Endorsement
The TWG sent a letter requesting a rapid response to Vendella Collins and Andre Robinson. We requested a response by February 18 so we can report the decision to the Let’s Get Moving Coalition the next day.
Legislative Day and “Dinner & a Movie” Recap.

A snowstorm reduced the turnout by RICCs. However, we still had 53 legislators attend, and several RICCs had 4 or more legislators attend. The presentations by Clark Harder and Charlene Lizotte gave excellent suggestions on how to follow-up with legislators. DCH Director, Janet Olszewski also addressed the group.

Remember to do your follow-up; thank your legislator for coming.

The night before, about 20 people went out to dinner, and about 40 came for the movie. The movie was “Offense Taken.” It is about getting rid of the R-word, and various approaches for advocacy. Here is the link to purchase the video from

http://rtc.umn.edu/rtcmedia/offensetaken/index.htm.

On the web page they also have a shorter version of the film.

Veolia and Detroit Department of Transportation Provider Issue

There was no update, as the Wayne RICC was not on the call.
MDOT Update

MDOT sent out handouts requesting feedback on their draft goals. The goals need more about disability and accessibility. Send your comments to Laura Hall at the Disability Network/Michigan, at 517-339-0539 or laura@DNMichigan.org.

Service Animals: relief areas at airports

Laura Hall sent out a second draft of a letter for the TWG to look at.

On her trip to Denver, she found that the Denver airport was better than the Detroit airport. The Denver relief area had gravel, dirt and bags.

Laura will contact the ADA complaint resolution officer at the Detroit airport. 
SUCCESS STORIES

Legislative Day

· Several successes were reported from the legislative day. Three of the four awards were for work in transportation advocacy.

Kent
· Duane DeRochey thanked the Council for his Unsung Advocate award, and for all the work the Council does on transportation. 

Ottawa  

· Holland will be getting 4 new buses for the MAX system.
Shiawassee

· The Shiawassee Transportation Advocacy Coalition is looking at doing a petition in Owosso Township to get a millage proposal on the ballot in 2010.
