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Public Rates Nurses Most Honest 
 

NURSES RETAIN TOP SPOT AS MOST ETHICAL PROFESSION  
 
SILVER SPRING, MD — The public continues to rate nurses as the most trusted profession, 
according to this year’s Gallup survey that ranks professions based on their honesty and ethical 
standards. 

“Nurses are on the front lines of health care. We advocate on patients’ behalf whether we 
are at the bedside or in the boardroom,” said American Nurses Association President Karen A. 
Daley, PhD, RN, FAAN. “Patients understand that nurses are committed to improving the 
quality of their care, and this poll reflects the high regard they have for the profession.” 

Registered nurses are increasingly being recognized as leaders in transforming the health 
care system to meet the burgeoning demand for prevention, wellness and primary care services 
with a focus on improving quality and managing costs. In addition to their clinical expertise, they 
are being sought out to serve in a variety of new roles, such a care coordinators and wellness 
coaches, and in leadership roles.   

As millions of Americans are able to access health care coverage through the Affordable 
Care Act, ANA and its constituent and state nurses associations will continue to advocate for 
measures that will allow the public to benefit fully from nurses’ skill and expertise.   

For the past 12 years, the public has voted nurses as the most ethical and honest 
profession in America in Gallup’s annual survey. This year, 82 percent of Americans rated 
nurses’ honesty and ethical standards as “very high” or “high,” a full 12 percentage points above 
any other profession.  

Nurses consistently capture patient and public trust by performing in accordance with the 
Code of Ethics for Nurses that supports the best interests of patients, families and communities. 

 
# # # 

ANA is the only full-service professional organization representing the interests of the nation's 3.1 million registered 
nurses through its constituent and state nurses associations and its organizational affiliates. ANA advances the nursing 
profession by fostering high standards of nursing practice, promoting the rights of nurses in the workplace, projecting a 
positive and realistic view of nursing and by lobbying the Congress and regulatory agencies on health care issues 
affecting nurses and the public. 
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