Position on Inclusion

It is the position…

O

f the Michigan Developmental     Disabilities Council that disability is a part of the human experience. People with disabilities have specific rights as well as responsibilities. Disability is an ongoing factor in people’s lives, occurring at any age, on a temporary or permanent basis. 

Fundamental concepts regarding the rights of individuals with disabilities, indeed for all individuals, include: self-determination and choice-making; independent living; and the opportunity to be fully included in the social, educational, political, economic, and cultural mainstream of society.

People with disabilities…

and their families are capable and creative. They must have key decision-making roles in policies, programs, and services that affect their lives. The supports that enable persons with disabilities and their families to enjoy full participation in their community must be provided with respect for individual differences. 

It is imperative that the persons providing supports are knowledgeable in the principles of inclusion, both personal and community, and that they apply this knowledge throughout all environments.
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Our Mission …

I

s to ensure that true choices exist and barriers to full inclusion are eliminated; that people with disabilities and their families have accurate and complete information regarding the services and supports they need.

People with disabilities who choose to have relationships, as well as to play, live, work, and learn with other people with disabilities should have these choices honored.

The Challenge…

is for all communities to accept and celebrate the diversity of its members, for this diversity adds a richness and fullness to their makeup. In this        ever-changing global community, all its members must learn to live with, and respect, one another’s individual differences and rights. 

Community support and involvement of all members, including those with disabilities, are essential for continuation of our society.

The Michigan…

Developmental Disabilities Council will embrace this position in all of its advocacy initiatives, its internal operation, and in development and implementation of its grants program.

