RICC ROUND ROBIN TELECONFERENCE

February 25, 2010
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
DD COUNCIL OFFICE

Present:


Terry Hunt, Tandy Bidinger, Paul Palmer, Laura 





Robertson, Dee Florence
RICCs:

Wayne 


Robert Spruce, Andre Robinson

Muskegon


Peter Bialik

Kent



Tammy Yeomans, Frank Lynn

Oakland 


Troy Butler

Manistee


Sheryl Kuenzer, Eric Bladzik 

Alger Marquette
Morgana Penglase, Sara Peura
Allegan


Karen McKean

Alpena


Margie Hale-Manley

Iosco


Sue Parent, Chris Nielsen

Washtenaw 

Kate Sajack, Calise Reid

Grand Traverse
Kate Dale, Todd Belanger

Guests:


Janet Butler – Census 2010




Shana Holet - AmeriCorp
Minutes

Tammy Yeomans moved the January minutes be accepted as distributed. Frank Lynn seconded. CARRIED. 
AmeriCorp
Shana Holet gave a presentation about AmeriCorp. AmeriCorp is a national  program that strengthens communities by involving people in service to meet local challenges. There are three (3) AmeriCorp programs State, VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) and NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps). AmeriCorps Members delicate a year of service to their community and country.  As an AmeriCorps member, you'll be eligible for a variety of benefits that make the dedication of a year of your life worthwhile including:

· A modest living allowance

· Health insurance and child care benefits for those who qualify

· Valuable skills for the future, including leadership, teamwork, and project management

· An education award for college, grad school or vocational school, or to pay off qualified student loans (upon successful completion of service)

· Perhaps the biggest benefit you will experience when you join AmeriCorps is the satisfaction of incorporating service into your life and making a difference in your community and your country. 

AmeriCorp benefits don’t count as income for purposes of SSI.

AmeriCorps membership is open to U.S. citizens or lawful permanent residents age 17 and older. Potential members must have a high school diploma (or be willing to work toward one) and be able to commit to up to one year of service. 
To join or find out more information about AmeriCorps log on to www.americorps.gov or contact Shana Holet at 517-335-4677 or email her at holet@michigan.gov
Legislative Day Debrief

RICC members felt the addition of computers at the event were useful so they could send letters to their legislators immediately.

The talking points were very valuable in preparing RICC members to talk to their legislators. Receiving the talking points November 1st was extremely beneficial. Basically, the earlier the RICCs receive the talking points the better. 
Frank Lynn from the Kent RICC described the process their RICC used to divide responsibility among members regarding the legislative day.  The RICC drafted a script for a member to use to invite legislators – and then follow up, as needed.  This strategy paid off and Kent legislators attended the event.  Frank said he is available to assist RICCs with community organizing. You may contact him by email at frank.l@dakc.us or via phone at 616-949-1100, ext 238.

A sample press release about Legislative Day has been sent to all RICCs so they can forward them to their local newspapers. The Kent RICC is in the process of revising the press release and sending it to their paper.

Census 2010
Janet Butler from the Census bureau spoke about the importance of completing and returning the 2010 Census. The census is a count of everyone residing in the United States. All US residents must be counted – both citizens and non-citizens. Everyone should receive census questions in March 2010. 

The 2010 Census form is only 10 questions and should take about 10 minutes to complete. The information gathered is confidential and isn’t shared with anyone for 70 years. 

Information for individuals living in group homes will be gathered under group quarters data. Those living in group homes answer the same questions as everyone else.

College students should complete the 2010 Census form for the city they have lived in the most, which is usually their college address. 

Here are a few reasons it very important to complete the census

· The federal government allocates funds to states and communities based, in part, on census data. 

· Census data determines boundaries for state and local legislative and congressional districts. 

· Census data is used to determine locations of schools, hospitals, new roads, new housing developments and other community facilities.

Everyone needs to be counted. Spread the message and encourage everyone you know to complete and return the 2010 Census when they receive it.  

For further information about Census 2010 log on to www.2010census.gov
Or contact 
Janet L. Butler

313.259.1875

800.564.3978

janet.l.butler@census.gov 

Public Policy Update
FEDERAL

Many states are struggling with their Medicaid budget. The Economic Stimulus package contained money for the states to offset the match amount needed to obtain the federal funds. States are still having difficulty coming up with the necessary match money to pull down federal funds for Medicaid.  Congress is considering extending assistance to states regarding the Medicaid match. 
A Seclusion and Restrain Bill is close to a vote at the federal level. 
STATE   
Legislators are beginning to work on the FY2011 budget; the deficit is expected to be over $1 billion.  Senate Majority Leader Bishop and House Speaker Dillon are not talking about revenue increases; this means the deficit will be settled by cuts.  The House and Senate are scheduling budget hearings.  The council is encouraging RICC members and other concerned citizens to attend these meetings to describe access issues they current experience and the impact that additional cuts will have on their lives. 

 Round Robin
Alpena   
· Reviewed census information
· Attended an awards lunch for local businesses
· Attended the conference “Importance of Belonging.
Washtenaw
· Attended a workshop advocating to restore Adult Medicaid dental

· Participated in a letter writing campaign 
· Participate in a community alliance. 
Manistee
· Glenn Ashley will attend our March RICC meeting

· Attended the DD Council Legislative Day 
Grand Traverse
· Attended Legislative Day and spoke with Rep. Wayne Schmidt. 

· Plan to attend transportation conference in Mt. Pleasant in April.

Kent
· Attended DD Council Legislative Day

· Working on outreaching to the community
Huron 

· Working on self advocacy training

Oakland

· Stressed the importance of advocating with your legislators 

· RICC members attended Legislative Day
Agenda Topics for Next Meeting
Teleconference phone etiquette

2011 RICC certification packet changes and tips for completing

Next meeting March 25, 2010– 1 pm, DD Council office
