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MINUTES
RECIPIENT RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

May 14, 2015
1:00 – 3:30 p.m.

Lewis Cass Building 

3rd Floor Conference Room

Lansing, MI

Our Mission


It is the mission of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory Committee to advise the Directors of the Michigan Department of Community Health and the State Office of Recipient Rights in order to ensure that the rights of individuals receiving public mental health services are protected and promoted.

Our Vision


It is the vision of the Michigan Department of Community Health Recipient Rights Advisory Committee that Michigan values a public mental health system in which individuals receiving services are treated with dignity and respect, enjoy full and fair access to the rights accorded them and are free to participate fully in all aspects of their lives.

Present: Sue Witting, Darlene Logan, Vendella Collins, Liz O’Dell, 
Michelle Milligan, Mark Reinstein, Basil Scott, Rosemary Allen, via phone – Margaret Stooksberry



John Sanford, Raymie Postema, Cynthia Ward

CALL TO ORDER: 1:10pm - Mark Reinstein, Chair

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Rosemary, Motion; Basil, Second
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES – May
 14, 2015 - Rosemary Motion; Liz Second
KPH UPDATE                                                                                            
Mark speaks of recent news release of suspensions and firing of staff at KPH.  Raymie stated 
that the snippets of information was taken from an investigation; therefore, the information 
released is old.

Tim Becker, Lynda Zeller and Jim Krause was provided a follow up report and recommendation
for future planning.  KPH has 10 days to respond with plan of correction. Raymie applauds Caro
staff for their services via all the changes.

Mark seeking overall/global information of KPH investigation. John and Raymie will meet to
figure out what material is actually pertinent to this request and provide a summary.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
                 
Reintroduction of Cynthia Ward.  Cynthia provides a brief summary of her background.

John commends Raymie for her work performance during the entire KPH Investigation. 

Stating that her work was ‘outstanding’. Committee recommends a letter of appreciation for Raymie’s personnel file.  Liz Motion: Sue Seconds. Motion Carried.

John provides update of meetings with Tim Becker and recommendation slated to

address problems at KPH are global and more than just administration of hospital. 

Administration of Department need to set in place mechanisms to address issues such

as with KPH and other hospitals. 
John speaks of various Recommendations that MDHHS should write and implement; states that Department Administration should be brought to table on how recommendations should be addressed.

Overwhelming need for Appeals committee members.  John is asking RRAC members to seek members through their networks. Application will be emailed to RRAC members.
STAFF REPORTS                                                    

Raymie shares brief update on hospitals
Training material provided by Andy Silver

Annual report is in completion process

COMMUNICATION TO DEPARTMENT ON LEADERSHIP


Mark sent letter seeking a May 7 response – no response provided at time of this meeting.
Mark will draft simple legislation on the issue since with have received no response.  John had

meeting with Larry Horvath with LARA regarding questions on licensing with private hospital.

Liz suggests a CON; Marks asks Liz to report back on CON laws

BUDGET LETTER
Michelle provided a draft letter. One item omitted was the floater position. John is asking for 

a dedicated employee to office of every facility; discussion ensures
(Michelle letter should be sent to all members for review and feedback by June 5)

Submission of letter to Nick Lyon and Tim Becker for the filling of Rights FTE’s in 2016. 

Liz Motion; Rosemary Second. Motion Carried.

COOKIE GANT AWARD
Solicitation deadline June 30.
Adjourned:  2:45pm
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