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Case Study:  Campylobacter Outbreak and Raw Milk, March 2010 
 
Great Lakes Border Health Initiative (GLBHI) partners were involved in sharing information 
regarding a Campylobacter outbreak linked to the consumption of raw milk products, during 
March 2010. A summary of the assistance provided by GBLHI staff and collaborators is 
provided below, along with the official press release regarding the outbreak. Note that it is 
illegal to sell raw milk in Michigan. 
 
March 18, 2010 

 Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) epidemiologists work to confirm 
illnesses due to Campylobacter, linked to the consumption of raw milk products 
obtained from a farm cooperative located in Southwest Michigan that obtained raw 
milk product from a dairy farm in Middlebury, Indiana. 

 Late afternoon, MDCH epidemiologists speak with Diane Krueger, GLBHI Project 
Coordinator for Michigan, and ask her if she can assist in notifying key GLBHI 
partners along the southern border of Michigan, as well as the State of Indiana. They 
ask her to expect the formal press write-up the following day, along with permission to 
release it. 

 
March 19, 2010 

 MDCH epidemiologists share press release with GLBHI staff in Michigan with 
permission to distribute to partners. 

 The press release is forwarded to Michigan regional epidemiologists whose territories 
cover the southern border of Michigan, informing them of a public health alert 
regarding illness from Campylobacter infections among people who reported 
consuming raw milk products obtained from farms in Michigan and Indiana. The 
regional epidemiologists were asked to share the news release with their local health 
department contacts. 

 GLBHI staff also provide the press release to the GLBHI State Leads for Indiana, 
Pam Pontones and Tom Duszynski, asking them to share the news release with the 
appropriate local health department contacts. 

 Because Illinois is not a GLBHI state, but may have had cooperatives that also took in 
and distributed raw milk from the Indiana dairy, GLBHI State Leads for Indiana share 
the press release with Illinois contacts. 
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March 22, 2010 

 Press release is provided to the GLBHI State Leads for Ohio, Kim Machesky and 
Mary Diorio, asking them to share the news release with the appropriate local health 
department contacts.  

 
March 23, 2010 

 Ohio leads send an alert to the Ohio local health departments to increase index of 
suspicion around any raw milk-associated campylobacteriosis cases that were 
reported. 

 
The press release from the Michigan Department of Community Health, dated March 19, 
2010, is provided below. 
 
 
Summary by: 

Diane M. Krueger, Ph.D. 
EWIDS/GLBHI Project Coordinator 
Communicable Disease Division, Michigan Department of Community Health 
  

 



 


