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Regional Review Agency
Certificate of Need documents for proposed projects in West Central Michigan will not be accepted until the Michigan Department of Health & Human Services (MDHHS) and the Alliance for Health each has received them pursuant to M.C.L. 333.22226(6) and Administrative Rule 325.9201. 
Some applications are subject to a limited number of “window dates” for receipt by MDCHHSand Alliance for Health. Receipt after the designated application date will result in placement of the application in the next “window period.” Failure to submit at the proper time could therefore add 30 to 120 days to the start of the formal review period. This would impact the date on which a final decision can be expected. Some of the data used to support the need for projects must be dated, and a delay in the start of the review could require an applicant to secure new supporting data. Applicants must adhere to this advisory. In particular, applications will not be considered submitted to the Department unless the application is received at the Department’s Lansing office and, if applicable, the appropriate regional review agency, before 4:00 p.m., on or before a designated application date. 


The Regional Review Agency Counties are:

Allegan, Ionia, Kent, Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newago, Oceana, Osceola, and Ottawa. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CONTACT: Tem Hanley, APR
Wandergem Consulting,
516-235-7467 x 105
516-443-3086 (cell)
tom@wendergem com

ALLIANCE FOR HEALTH ANNOUNCES NEW APPROACH TO CERTIFICATE OF NEED

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. — (February 5, 2015) The Aliance for Health announces a major change 1o
its scope of revialy for Certficats of Need, CON. Tha Allianca for Haalth CON Evaluation Boars vil
Iimit s review of CON applications to health care project costs that excesd $10 millon. that proposs
‘& major new service in the region such as organ ransplant, or consolidate sxisting heakh care
organizations andior change owmership

Alllancs for Health President and CEO, Paul Erand, sald, “Cur agency Is narrowing the focus of
CON review and broadening the scops of public discussion concerning health care projects of
‘community interest.” Brand said The Alliance for Health will maintain s statutory chligaticns as the
CON regional revieiv agency for West Michigan vith these new criteria under the Michigan Public
Health Code.

“Undar this new review: process, the Aliance for Health would have raviewed less than 8 new
projects per year in the last three years, a savings of our resources for an unreimbursed
responsitiity geing forward,” Brand said.

Under the new guidelines any member of the Alliznce for Health may request the agency review a
pariicuiar project not meeting the nev criteria which may have impact on guaiity, access and cost of
health care services in the region

The Evaluation Scard conducted a comprehensive review that Includsd Interviews vith 45
‘community stakenolders in decicing to change the CON apslication process.

Attorey Carl Verbeek,  community stakehalder inferviewed during the Evaluation Board review,
sald, “Thls Is a good way for the Alliance to continue to parform an Important function for West
Michigan in a menner which is consistent with the Aliance’s resources. These are the issues which
would have a significant impact on the healthcare services for this area, <o they warrant community
invalvement.”




