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Michigan Disease Surveillance 
System (MDSS) 

Updates

Communicable Disease Conference

5.16.2012

MDSS System Use Statistics

Year
Unique User 

Log Ins

2007 ----

2008 783

2009 893

2010 906

2011 982
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Quest Diagnostic (Auburn Hills)

Sparrow Labs

LabCorp

Mayo Clinic Labs

Hurley Hosp Lab

Garcia Labs

ARUP Labs

DMC Lab

MDCH Labs

MDSS Electronic Messaging

MDSS 3.5 Highlights

Released February 2012
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New Audit Report

Audit Search Enhancements
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Audit Trail Enhancements

New Audited Actions:
 Reassign Investigator
 Update Case Reporting Tab
 Update Demographic Tab
 Update Referrer Tab

Re-named Actions:
 ‘Case Merge Data’ ‘Dup Case Data Entered’
 ‘Patient Merge Data’ ‘Dup Patient Data Entered’
 ‘Case Merged’ ‘ELR Case Merged’

 Update Case Detail Form
 Update Case Status
 Change Reportable Condition
 Lab Added with New Case

User Permission Audit Trail
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Census 2010 Data

 2010 Census data for Michigan was added 
to MDSS in May 2012 with the MDSS 
3.5.1 patch

 Census 2010 now set as default for rates 
in reports 

Control Measures

 New control measures section added to 6 
disease forms
 Botulism, STEC, Hepatitis A, Measles, 

Meningococcal Disease, and Tularemia

Date on which the first of any listed control measures were initiated.
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TB Form Updates

 Addition of two fields

HIV Module

 Updates to the HIV Adult and Pediatric 
forms

 Improvements to the HIV export
 Expanded options for the HIV export
 Fixed reports so that small cell restrictions 

only apply to individual HIV counts.
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Improved Geocoder
 Updates to matching software resulting in better matches 

and better choices when the geocoder returns more than 
one value.

Salmonellosis and Shigellosis

 Additional ability to close suspect Salmonella 
and Shigellosis cases due to 2012 revisions 
to the National Notifiable Disease 
Surveillance System (NNDSS).

 Laboratory Criteria for Diagnosis:   
 Suspect:  Detection of Salmonella or Shigella from a 

clinical specimen using a non-culture based method 
 Case Classification: 

 Suspect: A case that meets the suspect laboratory criteria 
for diagnosis
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Melioidosis – New Reportable Condition

Other Enhancements

 Specimen ID added to case export
 Expanded date editing privileges for System 

Administrators
 New ‘Show Inactive Users?’  check box for Alert 

Rules
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MDSS 4.0

Release coming 3rd Quarter 2012

MDSS 4.0

 Highlights
 Case Report Forms Revision

 Several back-end updates to help with ELR 
integration and monitoring
 Lab Vocabulary Integration

 ELR Notification Upgrades

 Other Minor Upgrades
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MDSS 4.0

 All disease forms 
will be html format
 No PDF forms

 Style may vary 
from what’s 
shown, but same 
look/feel and 
printability key to 
design

 Functionality and 
access will be the 
same as well

Future MDSS (in no particular order)

 Database Upgrades
 Software/Library Upgrades
 Incoming ELR Monitor
 Data Analysis/Quality Area
 Patient Matching Study
 View-Only Button
 Search by Specimen ID
 Initial Cluster Report Form (Aggregate)
 Continued work to integrate more ELR and EHR 

data


