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Lead has been in paint since the 1940s

 Washable
 Paintable
 Durable
 Vibrant colors
 Inexpensive
 Faster drying times
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The Downsides of Lead Paint

 Lead was banned in most paints in 1978 as clear and 
convincing evidence showed its dire effects

 Children are most impacted because of small body size 
and exposure pathways

 There are no safe exposure levels for lead



Lead Poisonings Effects

 Reduction in IQ
 ADHD
 Increase in aggressiveness
 Decreased bone and muscle growth
 Liver and kidney damage
 Speech problems
 In severe cases: seizures and death



Detroit Free Press Story Series

 Bad press caused embarrassment and outrage
 Untested children
 Slow pace of clean-ups
 Poisoned kids still living in lead filled homes
 Allegations of mismanagement at all levels



Lead Taskforce

 Public outcry lead to Governor Granholm forming a 
Lead Taskforce

 Several recommendations came from these meetings
 One recommendation was the formation of a 

Lead Commission



The Governor’s Lead Commission

 Established by the Legislature in 2004
 Large and diverse membership
 Met over 4 years 
 Issued many recommendations



Lead Funding Subcommittee

 Subcommittee of the Governor’s Lead commission
 Goal was to find a revenue source to fund lead efforts in 

the state
 Lead Paint Tax was recommended



The “Founding Fathers” of 
Safe Homes/Safe Kids

 Funding solution not found before Governor’s Lead 
Commission dissolved

 Committed organizations pressed on with mission
 Power in numbers
 Believed that a successful funding campaign will need 

the broad support of a coalition



Coalition’s Strategic Planning Retreat

 Nov 5th 2010, East Lansing, Michigan
 Public introduction of the coalition
 Broaden and grow the coalition
 Chart the way forward



The Way Forward – Lead Paint Tax??

 Recommendation from Governor’s Lead Commission’s 
Funding Subcommittee was a Paint Tax

 Conservative new Legislature 
 Leaders in government opposed to any new taxes 
 State budget crisis
 Double-digit unemployment numbers



Plan B

 Lead paint tax not feasible at this time
 Core group of Coalition regroups after the retreat
 Goal remains to secure a stable and adequate funding 

source to wipe out lead poisoning in Michigan
 Have to be creative to achieve the goal 
 Must be patient



The Path Forward

 Educate and outreach to policy makers and decision 
makers

 Think creatively about possible funding sources and 
partnerships

 Grow the coalition 



Coalition is Making Progress

 Met with over 30 Legislators
 Met with Department Legislative Liaison
 Monthly Coalition calls
 Coalition website launched
 Coalition logo developed
 Fall legislative packet under development
 Coalition is growing



Web Presence

 Website Home Page



Join Our Coalition- Tab

 Web picture



Share Your Story- Tab



Lead in the News- Tab



Meeting Minutes- Tab



Resources- Tab



Contact Us -Tab



What Does This Have to do with ME?

 Care about kids
 Life’s work/job
 $Potential for expanded business



What Do You Want From ME?

 Spend some time on the Safe Homes/Safe Kids Website
 Talk to family, friends and local decision makers about 

why we need more resources to fight lead poisoning 
 Consider joining the coalition



What is Standing in the Way of Ending 
Lead Poisoning in Michigan?

 $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
 Perceptions – doesn’t affect me
 Education/awareness
 Public pressure/demand for change



Conclusion

 Safe Homes/Safe Kids can tackle these obstacles 
with your help

 Success means so much to Michigan’s kids and 
Michigan’s future

 Thank You! 
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