
 
 
 
 

A Joint International Conference to Enhance 
Early Warning Infectious Disease Surveillance 

 
Overview:  This one-day gathering in Plymouth, Michigan will offer 
opportunities for Canadian and U.S. partners to collaborate on infectious disease 
surveillance and outbreak management, with particular emphasis on cross-border 
and pan-border connections. 
 

Main Conference Topics – April 24, 2012:   
 Updates from GLBHI, EBHI, and PNWBHA; the Canada-U.S. Pan Border 

Public Health Preparedness Council; and Beyond the Border Initiative 
 Emergency Support Functions #5 (Canada) and #8 (U.S.) Comparison 
 Pathogen transfer during food handling and processing 
 Food & feed contamination emergency response tabletop exercise summary  
 Food safety and transportation collaborations 
 Indians/First Nations 
 Canadian Public Health Laboratory Network 
 

Objectives:  The purpose of this conference is to: 
 Introduce individuals to the Great Lakes Border Health Initiative, highlight the 

group’s accomplishments, and share plans for future endeavors. 
 Increase vertical and lateral communications among federal, Tribal/First 

Nation, state/provincial, and local public health, clinical, laboratory, legal, food 
protection and emergency management partners in the Great Lakes region. 

 Increase pan-border connections and communications among public health 
partners and other cross-border initiatives. 

 Identify infectious disease and lab surveillance systems of neighboring 
jurisdictions. 

 Improve collaboration in infectious disease prevention and control in the Great 
Lakes region. 

 Improve international responses to incidents in the Great Lakes region by 
strengthening relationships between key staff from public health, food 
protection, clinicians, laboratory personnel and emergency response agencies. 

 
GLBHI Committees – April 23, 2012:   
 Steering & Subcommittees will meet in the afternoon 

Conference Venue and 
Primary Hotel: 
The Inn at St. John’s 
44045 Five Mile Road   
Plymouth, MI  48170 
 
For hotel reservations and to 
get the Conference room rate 
of $65 --- 
 
Go online to:  The Inn’s website at 
www.stjohnsgolfconference.com, 
click on Accommodations, then 
Individual Reservations, then the Group 
tab. Put in the Attendee/Group 
Access Code of 10B63Q. 
 
Or call:  (734) 414-0600, ask for 
reservations, and let them know you 
are reserving your room for the 
“Border Health Conference.” 
 
Rooms held until April 13, 2012. 
 
Conference Registration: 
There is no fee to attend this 
Meeting, but pre-registration is 
required. Registration will open in 
March. 

For more information, contact Diane Krueger (kruegerd@michigan.gov; 517‐335‐6533)
or Janese Bouters (boutersj@michigan.gov; 517‐335‐6551). 

 
To learn more about the Great Lakes Border Health Initiative, please visit our website at 

www.michigan.gov/borderhealth. 

Early Warning Infectious Disease Surveillance project is supported through the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services - 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness & Response (DHHS-ASPR). 

Save The Date: April 24, 2012
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