Byrne JAG 2007 Awards

Southwest Michigan Region

(Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, Branch, Calhoun, Van Buren, Allegan, Barry, Kalamazoo & Counties)
1. 15th Circuit Court - County of Branch has been awarded Byrne JAG funds in the amount of $66,133 for Juvenile Intervention Strategies.

Summary:
The Juvenile Day Prevention Program targets males 13-16 years old who are delinquent wards of the court that have exhausted traditional casework services. The program positively impacts violence through a collaborative interagency delivery of individualized services. A variety of life skills activities and the research-validated Aggression Replacement Training will be utilized.
2. Allegan County Sheriff's Department has been awarded Byrne JAG funds in the amount of $58,334 for Local Correctional Resources.

Summary:
Allegan County will continue to target offenders involved in methamphetamine production, distribution and use. Goals are to divert select offenders from prison by placement into an intensely supervised program which combines therapy and enforcement. This has shown to reduce meth-related crime in the county.
3. Berrien County Health Department has been awarded Byrne JAG funds in the amount of $144,947 for Local Correctional Resources.

Summary:
The Inspiration House will continue to provide Benton Harbor women committed to recovering from substance abuse, a safe, clean, structured and sober environment. The house will remain cost effective and accessible to everyday needs, support agencies and employment. In addition to counseling, collaborating agencies will provide assessment, evaluation, education, drug screening and referral services.
4. Van Buren County Sheriff's Department has been awarded Byrne JAG funds in the amount of $78,254 for Local Correctional Resources.

Summary:
The Van Buren County Sheriff and Van Buren/Cass County District Health Department Substance Abuse Services will continue to partner to combat the epidemic of methamphetamine abuse in Southwest Michigan. Intensive treatment is offered to inmates at the Van Buren County Jail with continued community-based treatment upon release. Monitoring and accountability of clients is maintained through drug testing and supervision by a certified MCOLES officer.

5. S.W.E.T. - Michigan Department of State Police has been awarded Byrne JAG funds in the amount of $288,594 for Multijurisdictional Task Forces.

Summary:
The Southwest Enforcement Team (S.W.E.T.) is a co-located multi-agency cooperative effort designed to address narcotic-related issues in a seven county area (Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Barry, Cass, St.Joseph, Van Buren and Branch Counties). The team is comprised of police, prosecutors and management staff to target mid and upper-level dealers in cooperation with substance abuse, school and general public input.
