
YAC Work Group: Be the Change!
Goal:  To decrease feelings of separation and oppression, and to share each other’s differences.
Purpose: This project will help students understand each other better and accept each others differences, making our school a place where students feel connected and safe.
Plan of Activities:

1. Work with Washtenaw County Circle of Change

· Continue meeting with the Circle of Change

· Assist other “Be the Change” groups, including the one at Huron H.S., with recruitment and activities

2. Plan a “Youth Day” or “Be the Change Week” this spring for Stone HS

· Use this as an opportunity to get more entries for the YAC book, including related stories of racism and acceptance

· Use the “Dreaming in Color” book  as the basis of a discussion

· Use Challenge Day binder and other Circle of Change resources to plan the activities

i. Lunch time

ii. Advisory time (Day of activities, stay in advisory)

iii. Music

3. Work with the MS Mentoring work group to plan “Be the Change” at the middle schools

4. Partnerships

i. Washtenaw County Circle of Change

ii. UM Expect Respect

iii. RAHS Advisory Council

YAC Work Group: Middle School Mentoring!
Goal:  To support the middle school YAC in exploring and educating students on issues of Acceptance.

Purpose: This project will create a partnership and help with the leadership development of RAHS middle school YAC members.

Achievements: Created a workshop agenda on bullying and acceptance and successfully implemented it at East MS
Plan of Activities: 

1. Meet with Scarlett MS and implement the same agenda

2. Develop community partnerships for this project

3. Hold additional meetings with MS YAC members

4. Go to a legislative day with MS YAC members

YAC Work Group: Contraception!

Goal: To successfully lobby the MI State Legislature to allow MI School Boards to determine whether a SBHC can distribute contraception, including birth control pills and condoms, on high school property.

Purpose: To decrease the teen pregnancy rate by increasing access to contraception.

Achievements: Created a comprehensive binder of information on teen pregnancy rates, the effectiveness of various sexual health education programs, and public policies regarding contraception and teen pregnancy.

Plan of Activities:
1. Create a health education information sheet on incidence of teen pregnancy, barriers to contraception, and ways to get around these barriers and access contraception.

2. Have a documentary made about how a lack of access to contraception can  lead to teen pregnancy using interviews with Washtenaw area teen parents, their parents, local doctors and nurses, and people who work in SBHCs.  
3. Gather information about potential use of contraception and condoms if they were made available at Stone and other local HS.

4. Meet with and lobby state legislators about this issue and steps they should take to increase contraceptive access.  

5. Increase local parent and legislators’ involvement with this project.
YAC Work Group:  Stone Students Talk Back (VENT Book)
Goal: To continue adding to the VENT Book that was started last year to give Stone students a VOICE and to be HEARD.  

Purpose: This project will help students release their emotions, hear about other student’s lives, and help them relate to other students at Stone

Leader: Marlon

Adult Leader: Sarah
Work Group Members: Marlon and Desiree

Plan for Advisory:

YAC read passages from Freedom Writers Diary and VENT Book

· Entries will be chosen by Marlon and Desiree and copied for YAC to read during SSR: 

· An e-mail will be sent to teachers to request approx. 10 minutes to present the information during Advisory. (Date is expected to be Feb. 14th, 2008) 

· Each student will be given a copy of the most recent “Stone Talks Back” book.

Plan for getting student submissions:

Discuss YAC book project and encourage students to submit journal entries/artwork/poems

· Entries can be anonymous and can be something you already have written, drawn, etc

· All students submitting entries by Feb. 22nd, will be placed in a drawing to win a prize.  There will be a 2nd drawing on March 6th for students submitting work after winter break.

· Posters will be hung around the school advertising the book.  YAC will make posters on March 22nd and hang them on February 13th.

· YAC will ask teachers, particularly Mr. Burke, Ms. J and Ms. Burns, if they will agree to be available to students for editing, inspiration, constructive criticism etc. (students will be reminded of Mr. Burke’s Creative Writing Club after school.

· All entries must be turned into HealthPlace

Plan for renaming and cover:


Ideas for name (VENT ~ Voicing Everything Never Told)


Cover ideas—a picture of the YAC or the school??

Partnerships:
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