Youth Advisory Council:  We Need You!

As a member of our Youth Advisory Council (YAC), you are fulfilling a vital role in the development of our school based health centers.  Not only do you have the power to make changes in how we serve students every day, but your leadership in the council can also have an impact on our health clinic and the policies that follow.  As a YAC member, you are not only a participant, but also an advocate, an advisor, and one who can reach out to other peers to support their health!

We need your unique perspective, so that we can:

· BRIDGE the gap between younger and older generations

· EDUCATE community members about the needs of youth, the contributions they can make to the community, and the ways that communities can better support youth
· PROVIDE input to develop strategies for youth to prevent risky behavior
· ALTER negative images of youth portrayed in the media
· PUBLICIZE health care options available to youth through peer outreach and education
· CREATE and open channels for getting information to peers
· SUPPLY firsthand testimony to lawmakers on the value of school-community heath centers
Beyond your membership in YAC, you can also use your knowledge to have an impact on health policy.  The leadership skills that you gain can be applied to policy advocacy, media relations, and public speaking to make sure that the youth voice is being heard!  This may also include attending hearings, boards, and commissions at state and local levels.
You are a valuable part of the RAHS centers and we appreciate your interest and membership in YAC!

